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Shaykh Amir Mukhtar Faezi, the founder of Ahl Al-Bayt Islamic Seminary, poses for a portrait in the prayer area of the mosque in Streamwood, III., on Oct. 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JEFF KAROUB and NO- 
REEN NASIR 
Associated Press 
DEARBORN HEIGHTS, Mich. 
(AP) — Imam Moham¬ 
mad Qazwini’s deep un¬ 


derstanding of Islam and 
his formal training at a 
seminary in the holy city of 
Qom, Iran, draws students 
to this suburban Detroit 
classroom just off the large 


prayer room of a mosque. 
But there’s another attrac¬ 
tion. The Quran, Islam's holy 
book, is written in classical 
Arabic, but many of the 
students aren’t well-versed 


in the language. Qazwini 
navigates its intricacies ef¬ 
fortlessly — in the everyday 
English they use, opening 
a door for many of the stu¬ 
dents. 


An increasing number of 
U.S. Muslims want guidance 
from religious instructors 
who they can understand 
linguistically and culturally. 

Continued on Next Page 
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Imam Sayed Hassan Al-Qazwini speaks at the Islamic Institute of America, home of the Al-Hujjah 
Islamic Seminary, in Dearborn Heights, Mich., Oct. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

For mosques around the 
country, the need to pro¬ 
duce U.S.-trained religious 
leaders is increasing. 
Traditional imams and 
scholars who once came 
from the Middle East or 
were educated in schools 
there are having more dif¬ 
ficulty entering the United 
States. The Trump admin¬ 
istration imposed a travel 
ban in January 2017 on 
people from several Mus¬ 
lim majority countries, and 
the government has made 
it harder to enter the U.S. 
entirely, with more rigorous 
interviews and background 
checks. 

"In many other states there 
are mosques with no ... 
functional imam, who can 
assume the responsibilities 
of the religious leader or 
even speak," said Islamic 
Institute of America leader 
Imam Hassan Qazwini, who 
started the seminary with 
his son. "I thought maybe a 
long-term solution for fac¬ 
ing this shortage is to have 
our own Shiite Islamic semi¬ 
nary in the U.S., instead of 
waiting for imams to come." 
Al-Hujjah Seminary is the 
newest of several semi¬ 
naries focused on the Shi¬ 
ite branch of Islam in the 
United States and Canada 


working to address a short¬ 
age of leaders. 

The seminary started in fall 
2017 with about 35 regis¬ 
tered students. Now it has 
nearly 400, with some at¬ 
tending in-person, others 
watching live and still more 
watching recorded videos 
online. In addition to the 
Qazwinis, there are four 
other instructors. 

Although there are stu¬ 
dents in 25 countries the 


emphasis is on North Amer¬ 
ica because of the desire 
to deepen the bench of 
U.S.-trained imams, schol¬ 
ars and speakers, accord¬ 
ing to the elder Qazwini, a 
native of Iraq. 

In a class on a recent eve¬ 
ning, the younger Qaz¬ 
wini led an intense session 
on faith, proposing case 
studies, playing devil's ad¬ 
vocate and prompting a 
philosophical back-and- 
forth with his students. His 
execution is informal but 
authoritative. The students 
understand him. 

"I need to make sure he 
speaks the language, he's 
knowledgeable, he's re¬ 
spectful, he's truly caring 
and he's trying to adapt to 
the country we live in," said 
Alia Bazzi, 32, a graphic 
designer and seminary stu¬ 
dent. "Why would my imam 
speak Arabic if we live in 
America and the main lan¬ 
guage we speak is English? 
... I want to know he's up to 
date, he knows what's go¬ 
ing on." 

About an hour's drive south, 
in Toledo, Ohio, the Ahlul 
Bayt Center mosque has 
been running for about four 
years without a full-time 
imam. Imam Mohammad 
Qazwini and other clerics 
travel there for services and 
special events. 

Dr. Ali Nawras, a board 
member of the Toledo 
mosque, said the arrange¬ 
ment works for day-to-day 
needs because of its prox¬ 
imity to the Detroit area — 
a longtime hub for Islam 


in America. But the center 
seeks a permanent imam 
to meet its broader, long¬ 
term objectives: Having a 
strong understanding of 
challenges within their own 
community, particularly 
among youth, and forging 
stronger bonds between 
the Muslim and non-Muslim 
populations. 

"On one hand, you can find 
an imam who is very knowl¬ 
edgeable, very strong 
background in theology, 
but that person might not 
speak English or might have 
lived most of his life outside 
the country," Nawras said. 
"On the other hand, you 
might find someone who is 
born here and educated 
here, but they don't have 
a good or strong theology 
background." 

"To have a combination 
of both, that is where the 
challenge comes," he add¬ 
ed. 

Qazwini wants to expand 
the curriculum, faculty and 
enrollment at Al-Hujjah but 
another important step for 
the seminary is pursuing ac¬ 
creditation so it can award 
official degrees rather than 
completion certificates. In 
the meantime, he has spo¬ 
ken with other established 
schools offering Islamic 
studies about collaborating 
on accreditation. 

The Ahl al-Bayt Islamic Sem¬ 
inary, located near Chica¬ 
go, is another U.S.-based 
seminary focused on the 
Shiite tradition. Shaykh Amir 
Mukhtar Faezi founded it in 
2014, offering a five-year 


graduate program. Ten stu¬ 
dents graduated earlier this 
year. 

Faezi, a Pakistan native 
who also studied in Iran, 
said the program is on hold 
while they seek more re¬ 
sources, but it plans to ac¬ 
cept students in 2020. 
Traditionally as a minor¬ 
ity, Shiite communities are 
more dependent on hav¬ 
ing trained and accred¬ 
ited scholars leading their 
mosques, but as the com¬ 
munity has grown in the 
United States, so too has 
the need for these trained 
scholars. Faezi said in the 
1980s, Shiite communities 
began inviting scholars 
and imams from places like 
India, Pakistan, Iraq, Iran or 
Lebanon to fulfill the need. 
But many scholars were un¬ 
able to get visas, especially 
as relations between the 
United States and some of 
the countries soured. 

"Those who were able to 
get the visa and they came 
here, they were also not 
very effective, because 
their mindset was very dif¬ 
ferent than the people who 
had migrated here... not to 
mention the communica¬ 
tion barrier," Faezi said. 
Jawad Bayat, 31, comes 
from a Shiite background 
and is part of the chang¬ 
ing face of faith here. While 
in college, he began to 
explore his spiritual jour¬ 
ney and considered going 
abroad to attend a semi¬ 
nary. Instead he enrolled at 
Hartford Seminary in Con¬ 
necticut, a non-denomina- 
tional graduate school for 
religious and theological 
studies. Bayat graduated in 
2015 and now serves as an 
imam and Muslim chaplain 
at an academic medical 
center in Cleveland, Ohio. 
"There is a shortage of Mus¬ 
lim leaders as a whole in 
the U.S., whether it's in Sun¬ 
ni or Shiite communities," 
Bayat said, adding the fo¬ 
cus on applied spirituality 
that allows him to connect 
with the Cleveland Mus¬ 
lims he serves now may not 
have been covered in a 
more traditional seminary 
overseas. Zaytuna College 
in Berkeley, California, was 
founded in 2009 and is the 
first accredited U.S.-based 
Muslim college, but it focus¬ 
es on the Sunni branch of 
Islam. Overall, Sunni is the 
largest sect of Islam and 
Shiite the second-largest.Q 
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California cannabis group wants tighter vaping-safety rules 


U.S. NEWSF 


TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2019 


By MICHAEL R. BLOOD 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — An 

alliance of major legal 
marijuana businesses in 
California urged the state 
Monday to adopt tougher 
safety rules for ingredients 
and devices used in vaping 
and get tougher with illegal 
shops, amid an outbreak of 
a mysterious illness appar¬ 
ently linked to vaping. 

The recommendations from 
the industry group — Legal 
Cannabis for Consumer 
Safety — come as health 
officials continue to investi¬ 
gate a wide range of prod¬ 
ucts and chemicals that 
could be causing the illness 
that have sickened over 
1,600 people nationwide. 


Most cases have involved 
products that contain the 
marijuana compound THC, 
typically obtained from ille¬ 
gal sources. 

In a letter to Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, the group said 
it's eager to heighten the 
safety of cannabis vaping 
while seeing more funds 
devoted to closing illegal 
pot shops that number in 
the thousands in California, 
home to the world's largest 
legal pot market. 

Among its proposals, the 
group says regulations 
should expressly ban the 
use of additives, cutting 
agents and artificial flavor¬ 
ing known to be harmful in 
cannabis vaping products. 
The group also wants $10 


Border Patrol agent kills 
man who opened fire 
during chase 



Border Patrol and other law enforcement agents guard the 
scene of a fatal shooting on Monday, Nov. 4, 2019, in Sunland 
Park. N.M. a suburb of El Paso. Texas. 


By CEDAR ATTANASIO 
Associated Press 
SUNLAND PARK, New Mexi¬ 
co (AP) —A U.S. Border Pa¬ 
trol agent who tried to stop 
some people believed to 
have crossed the border il¬ 
legally shot and killed one 
of them Monday after the 
man pulled a gun and 
opened fire, authorities 
said. 

Two agents approached a 
group four people about 
a mile from U.S.-Mexico 
border and chased one of 


Associated Press 

them who took off running. 
New Mexico State Police 
said. 

"At some point during the 
foot pursuit, the suspect 
fired a weapon at the two 
Border Patrol agents," state 
police spokesman Ray Wil¬ 
son said in a statement. 
One of the agents shot 
back, hitting the man, 
who died at a hospital. No 
agents were hurt during the 
shooting in Sunland Park, 
New Mexico, a suburb of El 
Paso, Texas. □ 


million added to funds to 
close illegal retailers. It also 
recommended more strin¬ 
gent standards for heavy 
metal testing of vaping 
hardware — the devices 
that are used to turn con¬ 
centrated cannabis oil into 
a vapor. "It is unaccept¬ 
able that Californians face 
risks from unregulated and 
unsafe vapes. It is also criti¬ 
cal that — like any other 
public health issue — we 
implement effective solu¬ 
tions that are based on 
data and facts, rather than 
fear, to address the root 
cause of these issues," the 
group wrote. 

"As the stewards of this sup¬ 
ply chain, we are eager to 
engage in efforts to further 
heighten the safety of can¬ 
nabis vaping and mitigate 
the risks posed by the bur¬ 



in this Saturday, June 8, 2019, file photo, two women smoke 
cannabis vape pens at a party in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


geoning illicit market," the 
group, which also request¬ 
ed a meeting with New¬ 
som, wrote. 

The group includes canna¬ 
bis growers, manufacturers, 
retailers, testing labs and 
industry groups, including 


the California Cannabis 
Industry Association, vape 
manufacturer Loudpack, 
Flow Kana, which distrib¬ 
utes cannabis products 
from small, outdoor farm¬ 
ers, and the online delivery 
marketplace EazeO 
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Experts: White House has dubious reasons to ignore subpoenas 



By CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 

The impeachment process 
is fundamentally unfair. 
Congress lacks authority to 
investigate the president. 
Witnesses should have ex¬ 
ecutive branch lawyers. 
White House attorneys are 
throwing out an array of 
arguments for keeping its 
officials from cooperat¬ 
ing with the congressional 
impeachment inquiry. But 
legal experts say they are 
making a weak case. 

Some even say the refus¬ 
al to cooperate with the 
probe run by House Demo¬ 
crats could amount to ob¬ 
struction that might itself 
become an article of im¬ 
peachment against Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

"Not only can it be, it ab¬ 
solutely should be," said 
Heidi Kitrosser, a University 
of Minnesota constitutional 
law professor who has writ¬ 
ten about impeachment. 
"This is an effort to stymie 
Congress in one of its core 
roles." 

The inquiry concerns 
whether the Trump admin¬ 
istration sought to pressure 
Ukraine into investigating 
business done there by 
Hunter Biden, son of Demo¬ 
cratic presidential candi¬ 
date Joe Biden, and also 
probing whether Ukraine 
was involved in the 2016 
U.S. election. 

Four White House officials, 
including the top lawyer on 
the National Security Coun¬ 
cil, defied subpoenas from 
House investigators de¬ 
manding they appear for 
depositions Monday. 
Although the White House 
did not flatly assert execu¬ 
tive privilege as the reason, 
it came extremely close, 
Kitrosser said. 

"They are probably trying 
to have it both ways and 
trying to avoid the legal 
and political ramifications 
of claiming executive privi¬ 


lege while getting the ad¬ 
vantage of it," she said. 
Politically, an executive 
privilege claim could cross 
a line leading to more sup¬ 
port for impeachment. Le¬ 
gally it's more or less the last 
attempt a president could 
make to prevent disclosure 
of evidence or testimony. 
The NSC lawyer, John 
Eisenberg, is "absolutely 
immune" from congressio¬ 
nal testimony as a senior 
adviser to the president, 
Eisenberg's attorney said in 
a letter. The letter involved 
separation of powers argu¬ 
ments in making that claim, 
contending his testimony is 
comparable to the presi¬ 
dent himself being forced 
before the inquiry. 

Two other officials, Robert 
Blair and Michael Ellis, de¬ 
clined to testify unless they 
were allowed an executive 
branch lawyer present. The 
Justice Department issued 


a legal opinion Monday 
supporting that position, 
and the White House put 
out a statement. 
"Democrats are just trying 
to force anyone, with any 
remote connection to this 
issue, to testify without ad¬ 
ministration lawyers pres¬ 
ent, and that puts national 
security at risk and also cre¬ 
ates risks for potential wit¬ 
nesses who may unknow¬ 
ingly divulge privileged 
or classified information," 
White House spokesman 
Hogan Gidley said. 
Democrats say there's no 
basis for ignoring their sub¬ 
poenas. In a letter Sunday 
to Blair's attorney, the three 
committee chairs leading 
the impeachment probe 
said the claims have "no 
merit." 

"Instead, it is the latest in a 
long line of baseless pro¬ 
cedural challenges to the 
House of Representatives' 


Associated Press 

authority to fulfill one of its 
most solemn responsibili¬ 
ties under the Constitution," 
they wrote. 

Even if Trump were to overt¬ 
ly claim executive privilege, 
some experts say there's no 
constitutional provision that 
it would apply to impeach¬ 
ment. 

"No communication in¬ 
volving the White House is 
subject to absolute immu¬ 
nity," said David Driesen, 
a Syracuse University law 
professor who has studied 
the issue. "No person is im¬ 
munized from appearing 
by any claim of privilege 
known to the law." 

This latest resistance to 
House subpoenas and tes¬ 
timony fits into the broader 
White House claim that the 
entire process is fundamen¬ 
tally unfair. 

Trump's lawyers have also 
made immunity claims in 
seeking to keep his tax re¬ 


cords secret, but a New 
York court ruled Monday 
they can be released in a 
case likely to be settled by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In a recent letter to Demo¬ 
cratic leaders, presidential 
counsel Pat Cipollone said 
Trump should have the 
kinds of due process rights 
typically found in court tri¬ 
als: the right to question 
witnesses, the right to see 
evidence, the right to cross- 
examine witnesses, and 
so forth. That position has 
been echoed by numerous 
Republican lawmakers. 

"The president cannot al¬ 
low your constitutionally il¬ 
legitimate proceedings to 
distract him and those in 
the executive branch from 
their work on behalf of the 
American people," Cipol¬ 
lone wrote. "The president 
has a country to lead." 
However, legal experts note 
that the Constitution and 
even prior impeachment 
proceedings do not lay out 
a roadmap for those kinds 
of rights in the initial House 
inquiry. Instead, that would 
come in a trial before the 
Senate, if it gets that far. 
"The Constitution says vir¬ 
tually nothing about the 
procedures the House and 
Senate are to employ in 
carrying out their respec¬ 
tive impeachment roles," 
wrote Georgia State Uni¬ 
versity law professor Neil 
Kinkopf in recent article. 
"Indeed, the Constitution is 
completely silent regard¬ 
ing the procedures in the 
House." 

Driesen said all of the ef¬ 
forts by the White House to 
slow down or halt the im¬ 
peachment inquiry are just 
that — none have a basis in 
the law. 

"Trump defies the Consti¬ 
tution and tries to distract 
from that fact by making 
baseless attacks. This is a 
good example," Driesen 
said.Q 
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NYPD commissioner resigning; top deputy to take his place 


down. We have reduced wall raid, O'Neill called the "This job comes with a lot. 
incarceration." police department's ac- It comes with a lot of pres- 

O'Neill, 61, moved the de- tions "discriminatory and sure," he said Monday. "This 
partment from a focus on oppressive." is all I have thought about 



New York City Police Commissioner James O'Neill, left, listens as his successor. Chief of Detectives 
Dermot Shea, center, speaks at New York City Hall, while New York Mayor Bill de Blasio looks on, 
Monday, Nov. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The po¬ 
lice commissioner who led 
New York City away from 
controversial "broken win¬ 
dows" policies, oversaw 
continued drops in crime 
and leveraged his position 
to confront some of the 
darkest moments in the 
department's complicated 
history announced Mon¬ 
day that he is retiring. 
James O'Neill, 61, said he 
will leave next month for 
a job in the private sector. 
The career policeman has 
been in charge of the na¬ 
tion’s largest police depart¬ 
ment for more than three 
years, bringing a commu¬ 
nity-oriented philosophy 
that moved patrol officers 
out of their cars and onto 
the streets to interact more 
closely with residents. 

Chief of Detectives Dermot 
Shea, a 28-year depart¬ 
ment member who start¬ 
ed as a patrolman in the 
south Bronx, will be the new 
commissioner. Shea rose to 
prominence as the depart¬ 
ment's statistical guru, and 
de Blasio said he is "one of 
the best-prepared incom¬ 
ing police commissioners 
this city has ever seen." 

"He knows this department 
inside and out," de Blasio 
said. "He knows this city in¬ 
side and out." 

O'Neill's tenure as commis¬ 
sioner — which began with 
a pipe bomb blast on his 
first full day in office in Sep¬ 
tember 2016 — came as 
the city continued to grap¬ 
ple with its place as a top 
terrorist target, as well as 
tensions between officers 
and the community. 

"We've redefined in these 
last six years how we po¬ 
lice this city," Shea said at 
a news conference on the 
leadership change. "We 
have done what many 
thought was impossible. 
We have pushed crime 


the broken windows theory, 
which viewed low-level of¬ 
fenses as a gateway to big¬ 
ger crimes, to a neighbor¬ 
hood policing model de¬ 
signed to give officers more 
time to walk around and 
interact with people in the 
communities they police. 
He led the department's 
response to a truck attack 
that killed eight people on 
a Manhattan bike path in 
2017 and brought closure 
this summer to two of the 
NYPD's lowest moments, 
the violent police raid at 
the Stonewall Inn in 1969 
and the chokehold death 
of Eric Garner in 2014. 

In June, on the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the LGBTQ upris¬ 
ing that followed the Stone- 


In August, after five years of 
investigations and disciplin¬ 
ary hearings, O'Neill fired 
Officer Daniel Pantaleo for 
using a banned chokehold 
on Garner, whose dying 
words "I can't breathe" be¬ 
came a rallying cry against 
alleged police brutality. 
O'Neill said that the deci¬ 
sion weighed heavily on 
him, but that it wasn't a 
factor in his decision to 
leave. Immediately after 
Pantaleo’s firing, the city's 
largest police union called 
for O'Neill to resign, but the 
commissioner brushed that 
aside. 

Asked in recent weeks 
about rumors of his retire¬ 
ment, he said he had the 
"best job in the world." 


for the last 38 months — 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 
It's all you think about, is 
keeping the people of this 
city safe, and it was an 
honor to serve." 

De Blasio's sudden move 
to install Shea, raised in 
Queens by Irish immigrant 
parents, as O'Neill's re¬ 
placement was not without 
criticism. Tina Luongo, of 
the Legal Aid Society, said 
there should have been an 
open, transparent process 
with input from city resi¬ 
dents. 

Under Shea, Luongo said, 
the police department has 
expanded its database of 
alleged gang members — 
often black and Hispanic 
men and women — and 


codified expansive DNA 
collection practices. 

'This will be more of the 
same, and our clients — 
New Yorkers from commu¬ 
nities of color — will con¬ 
tinue to suffer more of the 
same from a police depart¬ 
ment that prioritizes arrests 
and summonses above 
all else," Luongo said in a 
statement. 

Shea last year oversaw an 
overhaul of the special vic¬ 
tims division, which deals 
with sex crimes, including 
the ouster of the chief in 
charge when Harvey Wein¬ 
stein was arrested in 2018. 
Under new chief Judith 
Harrison, the division has 
added several dozen more 
investigators, retrained staff 
and shifted how rape sta¬ 
tistics are reported to the 
public. But some victim ad¬ 
vocates called for Shea's 
resignation, saying the 
changes aren't enough. 
"We hear the advocates. 
We're not done," Shea said. 
"Sexual assault survivors are 
of the utmost importance 
to us." 

O'Neill joined the NYPD as 
a transit officer in 1983 and 
spent more than three de¬ 
cades with the department 
before being appointed in 
September 2016 to replace 
broken windows proponent 
William Bratton as commis¬ 
sioner. 

In that role, O'Neill led ef¬ 
forts to bolster community 
policing and repair the de¬ 
partment's relationship with 
minority communities that 
had complained about in¬ 
nocent black and Hispanic 
men being caught up in 
aggressive enforcement of 
minor crimes. 

The past year has been 
particularly trying for 
O'Neill, with two police of¬ 
ficers killed by friendly fire 
and a rash of suicides by 
police officers leading him 
to declare a mental health 
emergency. □ 
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Black man who led neo-Nazi group dies amid bid to destroy it 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 

A black activist who took 
control of one of the na¬ 
tion's largest neo-Nazi 
groups — and vowed to 
dismantle it — has died 
amid a legal fight over who 
would lead the group. 
James Stern died Oct. 11 
after getting hospice care 
for cancer, according to 
one of his attorneys. Bob 
Ross, and a friend, Arne 
Edward List. Stern, 55, died 
at home in Moreno Valley, 
California, List said. 

"James was a very uncon¬ 
ventional crusader," Ross 
said Monday, praising his 
client's "quiet confidence." 
Earlier this year. Stern told 
The Associated Press and 
other news outlets that he 
persuaded the National 
Socialist Movement's for¬ 
mer leader, Jeff Schoep, 
to give him control of the 
group. Schoep says Stern 
essentially tricked him into 
the transfer. 

Michigan corporate re¬ 
cords show Stern replaced 
Schoep in January. Howev¬ 
er, Stern sued several group 
members in March after 
Schoep signed corporate 
records naming a different 
president. 

Stern's lawsuit is pending 
in California court. William 
Daniels, another of Stern's 
lawyers, said the activist's 
death doesn't necessarily 
end the "full-blown dispute" 
over the group’s leader¬ 
ship. 

"But it's just not clear to me 
now how it's going to un¬ 
fold," Daniels said. 

After members removed 
his name from corporate 
records. Stern also filed a 
complaint with Michigan 
Attorney General Dana 
Nessel in March. The hate 


crimes unit in Nessel’s of¬ 
fice was preparing to notify 
Stern that it didn't find suf¬ 
ficient evidence to file any 


criminal charges, a spokes¬ 
man said in an email Mon¬ 
day. 

Group members used to at¬ 
tend rallies and protests in 
full Nazi uniforms, including 
at a march in Toledo, Ohio, 
that sparked a riot in 2005. 
More recently, members 
attended the white nation¬ 
alist rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, that erupted in vio¬ 
lence in August 2017. 

Stern met Schoep several 
years ago after Stern invit¬ 
ed him to attend a summit 
on race in California, the 
Washington Post reported 
. Both had connections to 
onetime Ku Klux Klan leader 


Edgar Ray Killen, who was 
convicted in the "Mississippi 
Burning" killings of three civil 
rights workers. 


Stern served a prison sen¬ 
tence for mail fraud at the 
same facility as Killen, who 
died in January 2018. In 
2012, Stern claimed Killen 
signed over to him power 
of attorney and ownership 
of 40 acres of land while 
they were in prison togeth¬ 
er. 

A lawyer for Killen asked a 
judge to throw out the land 
transfer and certify that Kil¬ 
len and his family owned 
the property. 

Before the rally in Charlot¬ 
tesville, Schoep tried to re¬ 
brand the group and ap¬ 
peal to a new generation 
of racists and anti-Semites 


by getting rid of such overt 
displays of Nazi symbols. 
Earlier this year, Schoep 
told The Associated Press 


that Stern essentially tricked 
him into transferring leader¬ 
ship while the group faces 
a federal lawsuit over the 
Charlottesville violence. 
Schoep said Stern sug¬ 
gested that the lawsuit's 
plaintiffs could drop their 
claims against Schoep and 
the group if Schoep hand¬ 
ed over the reins. Schoep 
said he already was pre¬ 
paring to walk away from 
the group and agreed to 
Stern's proposal in hopes of 
reducing its legal liability. 
"He has that piece of pa¬ 
per, but he is absolutely not 
recognized as the leader 
of the National Socialist 


Movement," Schoep said 
of Stern in February. During 
an interview in March, Stern 
said he wanted to disband 
the group rather than see 
another member re-form it. 
"If (Schoep) dissolved the 
group, all anyone would 
have to do is take it and re¬ 
incorporate it and carry on 
the same shenanigans as it 
never stopped," Stern said. 
His move offered compari¬ 
sons to the recent Spike Lee 
movie "BlacKkKIansman" in 
which a black police of¬ 
ficer infiltrates a branch of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 

Schoep recently has 
told reporters that he re¬ 
nounced white supremacy 
and will speak out against 
the hate-fueled beliefs 
that he spread for years. 
Schoep left the group in 
March, his lawyer said in a 
court filing last month. 

The group's website names 
Burt Colucci as its latest 
"commander." A leader 
tried to dissolve the group 
in Michigan in May, the 
same month that Colucci 
incorporated the National 
Socialist Movement in Win¬ 
ter Garden, Florida, records 
show. 

The lawsuit that Stern filed 
in California seeks hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
damages. It also asked the 
court to bar Schoep and 
others from interfering with 
Stern's efforts to maintain 
the group's websites. 

A burial service for Stern is 
planned for Tuesday in In¬ 
glewood, and a memorial 
service is set for Thursday in 
Moreno Valley, according 
to List, his friend. 

"He fought with such cour¬ 
age in everything he did," 
List said. "James was very 
clear that this fight isn't go¬ 
ing to die with him.'Q 



This June 14, 2012, file photo shows James Hart Stern, of Jackson, Miss., at a news conference in 
Jackson, Miss. 

Associated Press 
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Family says suspect in acid 
attack is veteran, suffered PTSD 


By IVAN MORENO 
Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Milwau¬ 
kee police arrested a man 
suspected of throwing bat¬ 
tery acid on a Hispanic 
man who says his attacker 
asked him, "Why did you 
come here and invade my 
country?" 

Police said Monday they 
arrested a 61-year-old 
white man suspected in 
Friday night's attack and 
were investigating the 
case as a hate crime. They 
refused to release his name 
pending charges, but the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
identified him as Clifton A. 
Blackwell, a military veter¬ 
an whose mother said had 
struggled with post-trau¬ 
matic stress. 

Mahud Villalaz suffered 
second-degree burns to his 
face. 

He said the attack hap¬ 
pened after a man con¬ 
fronted him about how he 
had parked his car and ac¬ 
cused him of being in the 
U.S. illegally. Villalaz, 42, is a 
U.S. citizen who immigrated 
from Peru. 

The attack comes amid 
a spike in hate crimes di¬ 
rected at immigrants that 
researchers and experts 
on extremism say is tied to 
mainstream political rheto¬ 
ric. 

Milwaukee Mayor Tom Bar¬ 
rett expressed shock at 
the attack and blamed 
President Donald Trump for 
inciting hatred against mi¬ 
norities. The president has 
repeatedly referred to mi¬ 
grants attempting to cross 
the U.S.-Mexico border as 
an "invasion." 

"To single out someone be¬ 
cause they're from a His¬ 
panic origin is simply wrong. 
And we know what’s hap¬ 
pening," Barrett, a Demo¬ 
crat, said. 

"Everybody knows what's 
happening. It’s because 
the president is talking 
about it on a daily basis 
that people feel they have 
license to go after Hispanic 
people. And it's wrong." 
White House spokesman 
Judd Deere said the Trump 
administration has "repeat¬ 
edly condemned racism, 
bigotry and violence." 


"The only person respon¬ 
sible for this heinous act is 
the person who commit¬ 
ted it, and it's disgusting the 
mayor of Milwaukee would 
rather point the finger at 
the president of the United 
States for political reasons 
instead (of) responsibly 
confronting the violence in 
his own community," Deere 
said in a statement. 
Jacqueline P. Blackwell, of 
California, told the Journal 
Sentinel that her son had 
moved to Milwaukee seek¬ 
ing to get help. She said 
she had not been in touch 
with him recently and had 
not heard of his arrest. 

"I was comfortable that he 
was getting good care with 
the VA," she told the paper. 
Blackwell's brother, 63-year- 
old Arthur Blackwell of Ever¬ 
green, Colorado, told The 
Associated Press on Mon¬ 
day that Blackwell "was not 
a confrontational person." 
He says his brother served 
nearly four years in the U.S. 
Marines. 

State court records show 
Blackwell was convicted 
in a 2006 Rusk County case 
of false imprisonment and 
pointing a gun at a person. 
Details aren't available on¬ 
line, but the Journal Sentinel 
reported the case involved 
Blackwell confronting men 
who had come onto his 
farm property tracking a 
deer. 

Surveillance video shows 
the confrontation but does 
not include audio. 

Villalaz told reporters on 
Saturday that he was 
headed into a Mexican 
restaurant for dinner when 
a man approached him 
and told him, "You cannot 
park here. 

You are doing something 
illegal." He said the man 
also accused him of being 
in the U.S. illegally and of in¬ 
vading the country. 

He said he ignored the 
man and moved his truck 
to another block. 

But when he returned to 
the restaurant, the man 
was waiting for him with an 
open bottle, Villalaz said. 
The man again accused 
him of being in the U.S. ille¬ 
gally, Villalaz said. 

He then told the man that 


he was a citizen and that 
"everybody came from 
somewhere else here," Vil¬ 
lalaz said. 

That's when he says the 
man tossed acid at him. Vil¬ 
lalaz turned his head, and 
the liquid hit the left side of 
his face. 

Villalaz's sister told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Monday 
that her brother believes 
the man was prepared 
and wanted to attack 
someone. 

"He's in shock. He says 
he can't conceive how 
someone would be intent 
on harming someone like 
that," Villalaz said in Span¬ 
ish. 

She said her brother is re¬ 
covering. She said the doc¬ 
tor who treated him said it 
helped that he immediate¬ 
ly washed his face several 
times inside a restaurant. 
His family created a Go- 
FundMe page to cover his 
medical expenses. 

A report last year by the An¬ 
ti-Defamation League said 
extreme anti-immigrant 
views have become part 
of the political mainstream 


Mahud Villalaz, 42, of Milwaukee gestures to the second- 
degree burns on his face Saturday November 2, 2019 at a news 
conference one day after a man threw acid at him outside a 
restaurant on Milwaukee's south side. 


in recent years through 
sharp rhetoric by anti-immi¬ 
gration groups and politi¬ 
cians, including Trump. 
Data collected by the FBI 
showed a 17% increase in 
hate crimes across the U.S. 
in 2017, the third annual in¬ 
crease in a row. 
Anti-Hispanic incidents in¬ 
creased 24%, from 344 in 
2016 to 427 in 2017, ac¬ 
cording to the FBI data. 

Of crimes motivated by 
hatred over race, ethnicity 
or ancestry, nearly half in¬ 
volved African Americans, 
while about 11 % were clas¬ 
sified as anti-Hispanic bias. 
Brian Levin, director of 
the Center for the Study 


Associated Press 

of Hate and Extremism at 
California State University- 
San Bernardino, released 
a study in July that found a 
9% increase in hate crimes 
reported to police in major 
U.S. cities in 2018. 

Levin found a modest 
decrease in bias crimes 
against Hispanic or Latino 
people — from 103 in 2017 
to 100 in 2018 —in 10 major 
cities, including New York, 
Chicago and Los Angeles. 
However, Levin has said 
the totals likely would have 
increased last year if not 
for an unexplained drop in 
anti-Hispanic bias crimes 
reported for Phoenix, from 
25 in 2017 to 10 in 2018.Q 
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Lindsay Hoyle chosen to replace Bercow as UK Commons speaker 



In this handout image provided by the House of Commons, one of the candidates for the role of 
Speaker of the House, Lindsay Hoyle, speaks in the House of Commons, London, Monday, Nov. 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Long-serv¬ 
ing Labour Party lawmaker 
Lindsay Hoyle was elected 
speaker of Britain's House of 
Commons on Monday, tak¬ 
ing up the job with a clear 
message: I'm not John Ber¬ 
cow. 

Hoyle was chosen by law¬ 
makers from among seven 
candidates to replace the 
influential but contentious 
Bercow. Bercow retired last 
week after a decade as 
speaker that saw him be¬ 
come a central player in 
Britain’s Brexit drama. 

Hoyle took 325 of the 540 
votes in a runoff with La¬ 
bour colleague Chris Bry¬ 
ant after the seven-strong 
field was winnowed down 
in three previous voting 
rounds. 

After his election, Hoyle was 
dragged to the speaker's 
chair by colleagues with a 
show of reluctance —a tra¬ 
dition dating back to the 
days when speakers could 
be sentenced to death if 
they displeased the mon¬ 
arch. 

He vowed to bring a 
change of tone and tem¬ 
perament to a political sys¬ 
tem that has been strained 
by Brexit. 

Hoyle promised to be "neu¬ 
tral," "transparent" and re¬ 
store Parliament's battered 
reputation. 


4, 2019. 

"We've got to make sure 
that tarnish is polished 
away," he added. 

"This House will change, but 
it will change for the bet¬ 
ter." Hoyle, 62, was elected 
to Parliament in 1997, has 
served as one of the three 
deputy speakers since 2010 
and is widely popular and 
respected by colleagues. 
Like Bercow, he will run the 
daily business of the Com¬ 
mons, keeping lawmakers 
in line with robust cries of 
"Order!" 

With his northern English 
accent and blunt man¬ 


ner, Hoyle has a contrast¬ 
ing style to the verbose 
Bercow. And he is likely to 
adopt a more cautious ap¬ 
proach than that taken by 
Bercow, who prided himself 
on making the government 
answer to Parliament and 
became a thorn in the side 
of the Conservative admin¬ 
istration. 

The speaker is supposed to 
be an impartial arbiter of 
Parliament's rules, but critics 
accused Bercow of favor¬ 
ing anti-Brexit politicians at 
the expense of those sup¬ 
porting Britain's departure 


Associated Press 

from the European Union. 
As Parliament wrangled 
angrily for months over Brit¬ 
ain's planned departure 
from the European Union, 
Bercow became a celebri¬ 
ty around the world with his 
garish ties, bellowing calls 
of "Or-derrr!" and sharp- 
tongued rebukes to noisy 
lawmakers "chuntering 
from a sedentary position." 
Bercow denied Brexit bias, 
but clashed with the gov¬ 
ernment, and strongly op¬ 
posed Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson's attempt to sus¬ 
pend Parliament for five 


weeks as an Oct. 31 Brexit 
deadline approached. The 
U.K. Supreme Court over¬ 
turned Johnson's shutdown. 
Bercow also interpreted 
Parliament's rules in ways 
that let lawmakers direct 
the government's hand at 
key moments. One such 
move forced Johnson to 
ask the EU to delay Brexit 
until Jan. 31, the current 
deadline. The new speak¬ 
er is set to oversee months 
more of high-stakes de¬ 
bate and votes over Brexit. 
Conservative lawmak¬ 
er Charles Walker, who 
backed Hoyle, said he 
hoped the new speaker 
would bring "a period of 
calm and reflection." 
Johnson, the prime minister, 
told Hoyle in the House of 
Commons that he was sure 
the new speaker would 
bring his "signature kindness 
and reasonableness to our 
proceedings, and thereby 
... help to bring us together 
as a Parliament and a de¬ 
mocracy." 

Four of the speaker candi¬ 
dates were women — Elea¬ 
nor Laing, Rosie Winterton, 
Harriet Harman and Meg 
Hillier — but the winner was 
a man, just like all but one 
of his 157 predecessors. 
Betty Boothroyd, who 
served from 1992 to 2000, 
remains the only female 
speaker in U.K. House of 
Commons history.□ 


Protests greet Spanish king in secession-focused Catalonia 



Protesters burn portraits of Spain's King Felipe during a protest 
outside the convention centre, as the Spanish Royal Family 
attends the Princess of Girona awards in Catalonia'a regional 
capital, Barcelona, Spain Monday, Nov. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 

Violence and the disparag¬ 
ing of others have no place 
in the dispute over Catalo¬ 
nia's independence, Span¬ 
ish King Felipe VI said during 
a visit with his family to the 
northeastern region Mon¬ 
day that was greeted with 
widespread protests. 

The Spanish monarch has 
long been the target of 
fierce criticism by separat¬ 
ists. His speech two years 
ago calling for Spanish 
unity after police violently 
cracked down on those 
who tried to cast votes in 
a banned independence 
referendum angered many 
and fueled republican sen¬ 
timent. 

Monday's royal visit was 


the first since the imprison¬ 
ment of nine politicians 
and activists who led the 


2017 drive for secession, a 
ruling that has been met 
with massive protests this 


month that have turned 
unusually violent at times. 
More than 500 have been 
injured in the riots, roughly 
half of them police officers, 
and dozens have been ar¬ 
rested. 

About 2,000 protest¬ 
ers wielding Spanish re¬ 
publican flags and pro¬ 
independence symbols 
banged kitchen pots and 
blocked access to the Bar¬ 
celona venue where Felipe 
and other members of the 
Spanish royal family attend¬ 
ed an award ceremony. 
Some of the guests at the 
Princess of Girona Awards 
for young talent were un¬ 
able to enter the con¬ 
ference center on time. 
Surrounded by police in 
anti-riot gear, the protest¬ 


ers chanted "Go Away!" 
and burned pictures of the 
Spanish monarch. 

Inside, the king. Queen 
Letizia and the couple's 
two daughters, princesses 
Leonor and Sofia, were 
greeted with enthusiastic 
applause. Addressing the 
auditorium in the region's 
Catalan language, Felipe 
said: "In today's reality there 
can't be room for violence, 
intolerance or contempt 
for the rights of others." 

The heir to the Spanish 
throne, 14-year-old Prin¬ 
cess Leonor, also made her 
Catalan-speaking debut 
at the ceremony, adding 
that "Catalonia will always 
have a special place in my 
heart." It was Leonor's sec¬ 
ond public speech.Q 
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The Second China International Import Expo Revealing a More Open China 

By Xue Shan, 

Acting Consul General of the People's Republic of China in Willemstad 

WILLEMSTAD, CURACAO — The Second China International Import Expo [https://www.ciie.org] will be held in Shanghai from 
November 5th to 10th. The CUE is the world's first import expo held at the national level, and an innovation in the history of 
global trade. By holding the import fair, China is building a platform that connects China's demand with the world supply. It not 
only satisfies China's domestic consumption and its upgrade, but also provides huge business opportunities for global 
enterprises. Given the intensified trade protectionism and increased downside risk for the world economy, the Chinese 
government is actively promoting high-level opening-up, which demonstrates China's consistent position of supporting free 
trade and economic globalization. 

The number of participants as well as the exhibition area of the second CUE will be larger than that of the first expo. Covering an 
area of 30,000 m2, the country exhibitions will host 64 nations and three international organizations. Among them are 15 guest 
countries of honor, including some EU member states, France, Italy, Greece and Czech Republic. The uniquely designed pavilions 
will showcase each country's development achievements, business environment and special industries. While the business 
exhibitions cover more than 300,000 m2 and are divided into 7 areas, and have attracted more than 3,000 companies from over 
150 countries and regions. 

China has achieved tremendous development since the reform and opening-up. It has greatly improved people's living 
standards and has formed the world's largest middle-income group. Consequently, the demand of high-quality imported goods 
has been increasing. Consumption has contributed more than 70% of China's economic growth and is now the primary engine 
of domestic economic development. The "global market" of China has drawn the attention of the whole world. 

While stimulating the high-quality development of its own economy, China has taken a series of measures to promote a higher 
level of opening-up, including expanding market access, enhancing international cooperation in intellectual property protection, 
increasing the import of goods and services, and strengthening macro policy coordination with other major economies, etc. 
According to the Doing Business 2020 study by the World Bank, China ranks 31 st globally on business environment and joined 
the ranks of the world's top ten most improved economies for ease of doing business for the second year. The rankings of a 
number of indicators, such as contract enforcement are among the highest in the world. 

Foreign investment is thriving with the promotion of quality and expansion of capacity of the Chinese market, as well as the 
continuous improvement of business environment in China. The World Investment Report 2019 by the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development reveals that the foreign direct investment (FDI) in China increased by 4% in 2018 to an 
all-time high of $139 billion, accounting 10% of world total. China is now the second largest FDI inflow host economy and has 
become an appealing destination for foreign investment. 

China is also the world's second largest source of outward FDI. In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed to jointly build the 
Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21 st Century Maritime Silk Road, namely the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
[https://eng.yidaiyilu.gov.cn]. In the past 6 years, more than 160 countries and international organizations have signed 
agreements on Belt and Road cooperation with China. A large number of cooperation projects have been launched, benefiting 
economic development of participating countries. The BRI highlights the Silk Road spirit of peace and cooperation, openness 
and inclusiveness, mutual learning and mutual benefit, and is guided by the principle of consultation, contribution and shared 
benefits. It follows market rules and suits to national conditions of relevant countries. That's why the BRI has received greater 
recognition from more and more country leaders and local people, and it has become the most welcomed global public product. 

China and the Netherlands are important trading partners, with bilateral trade volume over 85 billion US dollars in 2018. The 
Netherlands is where the land and maritime Silk Roads meet, and we two countries have achieved fruitful results in pragmatic 
cooperation under the Belt and Road framework. Besides, 19 countries from Latin America and Caribbean region have signed 
documents on Belt and Road cooperation with China. The Dutch Caribbean region has its unique advantages, China would like 
to strengthen the people-to-people exchange, promote pragmatic cooperation between two sides, and achieve common 
development. 

China will open its door wider to the world, and will lend new impetus to the open world economy. 


Moon, Abe meet briefly, agree to more talks to settle row 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and Japa¬ 
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe met one-on-one Mon¬ 
day for the first time in more 
than a year and called for 
more dialogue between 
the countries to settle a 
deep dispute over trade 
and history. Seoul’s presi¬ 
dential Blue House said 
Moon talked with Abe for 
11 minutes on the sidelines 
of a regional summit in Thai¬ 


land where they "agreed 
to the importance of South 
Korea-Japan relations and 
reaffirmed the principle of 
resolving pending bilateral 
issues through dialogue." 
Moon proposed high-level 
talks and Abe in response 
said the countries should 
exhaust "every possible 
method" to settle the dis¬ 
pute, Blue House spokes¬ 
woman Ko Min-jung said. 
The two U.S. allies in past 
months have seen their re¬ 


lations sink to a low unseen 
in decades. 

Japan has denounced 
South Korean court rulings 
calling for Japanese com¬ 
panies to offer reparations 
to aging South Korean 
plaintiffs for their World War 
II forced labor. South Ko¬ 
rea has angrily reacted to 
Japanese moves to tighten 
controls on key technol¬ 
ogy exports to the country 
and downgrade its trade 
status.Q 



In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Blue House, 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in, center right, talks with 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, center left, ahead of the 
ASEAN+3 Summit in Nonthaburi, Thailand, Monday, Nov. 4,2019. 

Associated Press 
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At least 5 protesters killed in new round of clashes in Iraq 



Anti-government protests set fire while security forces fired live ammunition and tear gas near the 
state-run TV in Baghdad, Iraq, Monday, Nov. 4, 2019. 


By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
MURTADA FARAJ 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Anti-gov¬ 
ernment protesters crossed 
a major bridge in Baghdad 
on Monday, approaching 
the prime minister's office 
and the headquarters of 
Iraq's state-run TV, as secu¬ 
rity forces fired live ammu¬ 
nition and tear gas, killing 
at least five demonstrators 
and wounding dozens. 

The protesters hurled rocks 
and set tires and dumpsters 
ablaze, sending clouds of 
black smoke into the air. 
Security forces flooded into 
the area to protect govern¬ 
ment buildings, and gunfire 
echoed through the streets. 
Dozens of motorized rick¬ 
shaws raced back and 
forth, ferrying the wounded 
to first aid stations at the 
main protest site in Tahrir 
Square. For days, the pro¬ 
testers have been trying 
to cross the Tigris River to 
the heavily fortified Green 
Zone, where the govern¬ 
ment is headquartered. 
Security forces have fired 
tear gas and rubber bullets 
to push them back from 
barricades on the Al-Joum- 
houriyah and Al-Sanak 
Bridges, but they managed 
to break through on the Al- 
Ahrar Bridge farther north. 
Tens of thousands of Iraqis 
have demonstrated in cen¬ 
tral Baghdad and across 
mostly Shiite southern Iraq 


since Oct. 25, calling for 
the overthrow of the gov¬ 
ernment and sweeping 
political change. The pro¬ 
tests are fueled by anger 
at widespread corruption, 
high unemployment and 
poor public services. 
Security forces have killed 
more than 260 people in 
two waves of protests since 
early October. 

The latest clashes came 
a day after Prime Minister 
Adel Abdul-Mahdi called 
on the protesters to reopen 
streets and for life to return 
to normal. His office is just 
outside the Green Zone. 


Police and hospital officials 
said that at least five dem¬ 
onstrators and a member 
of the security forces were 
killed and that 60 people 
were wounded. They spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to talk to reporters. 
Overnight, Iraqi security 
forces shot and killed three 
protesters and wounded 19 
in dispersing a violent dem¬ 
onstration outside the Ira¬ 
nian Consulate in the Shiite 
holy city of Karbala, police 
officials said. Seven police¬ 
men were also wounded, 
they said, speaking on con- 


Associated Press 

dition of anonymity in line 
with regulations. 

The protesters have increas¬ 
ingly directed their anger 
at Iran, which has close ties 
to the government, Shiite 
political factions and para¬ 
military groups. 

During Sunday night's vio¬ 
lence in Karbala, dozens 
of Iraqi protesters set tires 
ablaze. They scaled the 
concrete barriers ringing 
the consulate as others 
lobbed firebombs over the 
walls. They tried to bring 
down the Iranian flag and 
replace it with the Iraqi one 
but could not reach it. They 


then placed an Iraqi flag 
on the wall. The protesters 
chanted, "The people want 
the fall of the regime!" one 
of the main slogans of the 
2011 Arab Spring uprisings. 
Iraq's Foreign Ministry con¬ 
demned the attack on the 
consulate, saying the secu¬ 
rity of diplomatic missions is 
a "red line that should not 
be crossed." 

On Sunday, Abdul-Mahdi 
called for markets, facto¬ 
ries, schools and universi¬ 
ties to reopen, saying the 
threat to oil facilities and 
the closing of roads had 
cost the country billions of 
dollars and contributed to 
price increases that affect 
everyone. 

He differentiated between 
peaceful protesters who 
have turned the demon¬ 
strations into "popular fes¬ 
tivals" and "outlaws" who 
he said had used demon¬ 
strators as "human shields" 
while attacking security 
forces. 

Iran and its allies have ac¬ 
cused the U.S. and other 
foreign powers of manipu¬ 
lating the protests to sow 
chaos. 

Qais al-Khazali, the leader 
of one of Iraq's most pow¬ 
erful Iranian-backed Shiite 
militias, said in an interview 
aired on Iraqi TV that the 
U.S., Israel, some Arab Gulf 
nations and local officials 
are working to "incite strife 
and chaos" in IraqO 


Radical Pakistani cleric continues sit-in; PM won’t resign 



Firebrand cleric Maulana Fazlur Rehman, center, and head of 
the Jamiat Ulema-e-lslam party waves to his supporters during 
an anti-government march, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Sunday, 
Nov. 3, 2019. 


By KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — A radi¬ 
cal Pakistani cleric, who 
galvanized tens of thou¬ 
sands of followers to march 
on Islamabad, met Mon¬ 
day with opposition politi¬ 
cians and agreed to con¬ 
tinue their sit-in even after 
a deadline he imposed for 
the prime minister to resign 
passed without Imran Khan 
stepping down. 

Maulana Fazlur Rehman's 
followers, many of them 
students of his religious 
schools, started out last 
week from the southern 
port city of Karachi, march¬ 
ing to Islamabad where 
they have since camped 
out on the city's outskirts for 


three days. 

Rehman accuses Khan of 
bad governance and de- 


Associated Press 

mands the government 
follow radical Islamic laws. 
Khan has ignored the pro¬ 


testers' demands, saying 
he won't be driven from 
power. But he has allowed 
Rahman's rally to go on, 
provided it remain in its 
designated area. 

The firebrand cleric deliv¬ 
ered a late-night speech 
Monday before a crowd of 
thousands, saying the op¬ 
position had agreed the 
sit-in should continue, but 
that no other action was 
agreed upon. That includes 
following through on Rehm¬ 
an's threats to have pro¬ 
testers march on the so- 
called Red Zone, which is 
home to Pakistan's govern¬ 
ment, the prime minister's 
residence and foreign em¬ 
bassies. Rehman said the 
opposition would decide 


when the protest would 
end. Bilal Bhutto-Zardari, 
the co-leader of the left¬ 
leaning Pakistan People's 
party, once led by the late 
Benazir Bhutto, has said his 
party will not join Rehman 
in the sit-in. While his party 
supports Rehman's call 
for Khan to resign, it is not 
ready to take part in the sit- 
in, he said, without elabo¬ 
rating. 

Rehman has come under 
attack by human rights ac¬ 
tivists who have criticized 
his fiery speeches as well as 
his refusal to allow women 
at his protest march. Even 
women journalists were 
barred from the rallies until 
an outcry forced him to re¬ 
lent. □ 
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Investigation: Lead in some Canadian water worse than Flint 



In this July 21, 2019 photo, Florabela Cunha fills a glass of water 
from her kitchen faucet in Prince Rupert, British Columbia, 
Canada. 


By MARTHA MENDOZA 
Associated Press 
MONTREAL (AP) — Hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of Ca¬ 
nadians have been unwit¬ 
tingly exposed to high lev¬ 
els of lead in their drinking 
water, with contamination 
in several cities consistently 
higher than they ever were 
in Flint, Michigan, accord¬ 
ing to an investigation that 
tested drinking water in 
hundreds of homes and 
reviewed thousands more 
previously undisclosed re¬ 
sults. 

Residents in some homes in 
Montreal, a cosmopolitan 
city an hour north of the 
U.S.-Canada border, and 
Regina, in the flat western 
prairies, are among those 
drinking and cooking with 
tap water with lead levels 
that exceed Canada's fed¬ 
eral guidelines. The investi¬ 
gation found some schools 
and daycares had lead 
levels so high that research¬ 
ers noted it could impact 
children's health. Exacer¬ 
bating the problem, many 
water providers aren't test¬ 
ing at all. 

It wasn't the Canadian gov¬ 
ernment that exposed the 
scope of this public health 
concern. 

A yearlong investigation 
by more than 120 journal¬ 
ists from nine universities 
and 10 media organiza¬ 
tions, including The Associ¬ 
ated Press and the Institute 
for Investigative Journalism 
at Concordia University in 
Montreal, collected test 
results that properly mea¬ 
sure exposure to lead in 11 
cities across Canada. Out 
of 12,000 tests since 2014, 
one-third — 33% — ex¬ 
ceeded the national safety 


guideline of 5 parts per bil¬ 
lion; 18% exceeded the U.S. 
limit of 15 ppb. 

In a country that touts its 
clean, natural turquoise 
lakes, sparkling springs and 
rushing rivers, there are no 
national mandates to test 
drinking water for lead. And 
even if agencies do take a 
sample, residents are rarely 
informed of contamination. 
"I'm surprised," said Bruce 
Lanphear, a leading Cana¬ 
dian water safety research¬ 
er. "These are quite high 
given the kind of attention 
that has been given to Flint, 
Michigan, as having such 
extreme problems." 

Many Canadians who 
had allowed journalists to 
sample their water were 
troubled when they came 
back with potentially dan¬ 
gerous lead levels. 

"It's a little bit disturbing to 
see that there's that much," 
said Andrew Keddie, a 
retired professor who as¬ 
sumed his water was clean 
after replacing pipes years 
ago at his home in Edmon¬ 
ton. What he couldn't do 
is replace public service 
lines delivering water to his 
house. After learning his 
water lead levels tested at 


Associated Press 

28 ppb, Keddie said he was 
"concerned enough that 
we won't be drinking and 
using this water." 

Leona Peterson learned of 
the contamination in her 
water after journalists found 
excessively high lead levels 
in 21 of 25 homes tested in 
her small, northwest port 
town of Prince Rupert. Pe¬ 
terson, who lives in sub¬ 
sidized housing for Indig¬ 
enous people, had water 
that registered at 15.6 ppb. 
"I was drinking from the tap, 
directly from the tap, with¬ 
out any knowledge that 
there was lead in the wa¬ 
ter," said Peterson. Her son 
was as well. 

Canadian officials where 
levels were high said they 
were aware that lead pipes 
can contaminate drinking 
water and that they were 
working to replace aging 
infrastructure. 

Montreal Mayor Vale¬ 
rie Plante vowed to test 
100,000 homes for lead and 
speed up replacement of 
lead-lined pipes immedi¬ 
ately after journalists sent 
her an analysis of the city's 
internal data revealing high 
lead levels across the city. 
The media consortium filed 


more than 700 Freedom of 
Information requests and 
took hundreds of samples 
in people’s homes to as¬ 
semble 79,000 water test 
results. But the findings are 
neither comprehensive 
nor an indication of over¬ 
all drinking water quality in 
Canada. That doesn't exist. 
"Because there is no fed¬ 
eral oversight, everybody 
does what they want," 
said engineering professor 
Michele Prevost, who quit 
working on a government 
study of school drinking 
water in frustration over the 
lack of lead testing. "Most 
provinces ignore this very 
serious problem." 

The government's ap¬ 
proach to limiting lead in 
drinking water in Canada 
is starkly different from the 
U.S., where under federal 
law every person is sup¬ 
posed to receive an an¬ 
nual report from their water 
provider detailing lead test 
results. 

"If that's not public, that's a 
problem," said Tom Neltner 
at the Environmental De¬ 
fense Fund, a U.S.-based 
environmental group. 
"Where you have transpar¬ 
ency you have advocacy, 
and where you have advo¬ 
cacy you have action." 

In the U.S. however, even 
public water quality reports 
weren't enough to prevent 
the Flint, Michigan, drinking 
water crisis, brought on by 
a 2014 decision to tempo¬ 
rarily pull water from a river 
as a cost saver. But Flint's 
water problems went well 
beyond lead: excessive 
microbes led to a Legion¬ 
naires' disease outbreak 
that caused at least 12 
deaths and sickened more 


than 90 people. The Flint 
crisis sparked congressional 
hearings, lawsuits and scru¬ 
tiny of lead testing across 
the country. Now officials 
in Newark, New Jersey, 
are scrambling to replace 
about 18,000 lead lines and 
other communities are also 
responding. 

Virginia Tech professor 
Marc Edwards, whose study 
of the Flint water system 
helped reveal the danger¬ 
ous lead levels, reviewed 
the Canadian media con¬ 
sortium's findings. 

"This is a significant health 
concern, people should be 
warned," said Edwards. 

In Canada, where provinc¬ 
es — not the federal gov¬ 
ernment — set water safety 
rules, the main source of 
lead in drinking water is an¬ 
tiquated pipes. At one gov¬ 
ernment hearing, an expert 
estimated some 500,000 
lead service lines are still 
delivering water to people 
in the country. Many cit¬ 
ies are starting to replace 
them. 

Several short-term solutions 
include having suppliers 
add anti-corrosives or al¬ 
tering water chemistry so 
it's less likely to leach lead 
from the insides of pipes. 
Even low levels of lead ex¬ 
posure can affect a child's 
IQ and their ability to pay 
attention. Children who 
are younger than 7 and 
pregnant women are most 
at risk from lead exposure, 
which can damage brains 
and kidneys. 

Yet the consortium's inves¬ 
tigation found Canada's 
daycares and schools are 
not tested regularly. And 
when they are tested, those 
results are also not public.Q 
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Brazil reckons with new oil spill mystery: When will it end? 



In this Sept. 25, 2019 file photo released by the Sergipe state government, oil covers the beach in 
Sergipe state, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By ANNA JEAN KAISER 
MARCELO SILVA DE SOUSA 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazilian authorities said on 
Monday that they have no 
way of knowing how much 
more oil will wash ashore 
the country's northeastern 
coast, despite President 
Jair Bolsonaro's ominous 
warning during a Sunday 
night TV interview that "the 
worst is yet to come." 

In the interview, Bolson- 
aro also stuck to the gov¬ 
ernment's assertion that 
a Greek freighter caused 
the oil spill scattered across 
beaches along 1,300 miles 
(2,100 kilometers) of coast¬ 
line even after the shipown¬ 
er's denial of any leakage 
from its vessel. 

"All signs point to this Greek 
cargo ship. All of them," he 
told Record TV, adding that 
the leak, "by all accounts 
looks like it was criminal." 
Brazil's government has 
been striving to investigate 
the cause of the spill that 
has hit 321 beaches along 
the northeast coast since 
early September, hurting 


fishing and tourism. Authori¬ 
ties have described the 
spill as one of the coun¬ 
try's worst environmental 
disasters. The crude's den¬ 
sity renders it invisible from 
above, making it hard to 
track its origin or to have a 
clear picture of the amount 
of oil yet to reach Brazil's 


coast. 

Some 4,000 tons of oil has 
been collected from north¬ 
eastern beaches thus far, 
according to a statement 
Sunday from the Navy, Bra¬ 
zil's environmental regula¬ 
tor, and the national petro¬ 
leum agency. 

"To say how much oil there 


still is very difficult to say," 
Commander Leonardo 
Puntel of the Brazilian Navy 
said at a press conference 
on Monday. "Since the oil is 
underwater, we don't know 
if there's still a lot or a little. 
There is effectively no cor¬ 
rect and accurate way 
to monitor these oil spots," 


he said, adding that they 
have seen a decrease in oil 
arriving onto beaches in re¬ 
cent days. 

He called the disaster "un¬ 
precedented." 

"There is no case in the 
world of a large-scale oil 
spill where the origins are 
totally unknown. This case 
has no parallel, we don't 
know who polluter is," Pun¬ 
tel said. 

Brazil's defense minister, 
Gen. Fernando Azevedo 
e Silva, also stressed how 
challenging it is to calcu¬ 
late the spill's scope. 

"It is not detectable by sat¬ 
ellite. ... It is imperceptible. 
We do not know how much 
will still come," he said. 
David Zee, an oceanogra¬ 
pher at the State University 
of Rio de Janeiro, said that 
the 4,000 tons of collected 
oil is "just the tip of the ice¬ 
berg," both because the 
cleanup effort is mostly lim¬ 
ited to sandy beaches in 
populated areas and also 
because a large portion 
of spilled oil is likely spread 
deep beneath the ocean's 
surface. □ 


Kenya judiciary complain of budget cuts 



In this Monday Nov. 20, 2017 file photo, Kenyan Supreme Court 
Chief Justice David Maraga presides during the judgement of 
the petitions at Supreme court in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Associated Press 


By TOM ODULA 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 

Budgets cuts have left 
judges without adequate 
fuel to come to work and 
are an attempt to make 
the judiciary "a puppet" of 
other arms of government, 
Kenya's chief justice said 
Monday. 

The budget cuts have halt¬ 


ed the use of mobile courts 
which helped people in 
Kenya's remote areas get 
justice and also stopped 
a project to reduce the 
backlog of hundreds of 
thousands cases. Chief Jus¬ 
tice David Maraga, who 
is the president of the Su¬ 
preme Court, said. He said 
the judiciary can no longer 
afford internet Wi-Fi. 


"The judiciary has been 
treated contemptuously 
and continues to be treat¬ 
ed contemptuously," said 
Maraga, speaking at the 
entrance to the Supreme 
Court. His dramatic state¬ 
ment was covered live by 
Kenyan television and ra¬ 
dio stations. 

"We have a huge backlog 
of cases which continue to 
pile up because of lack of 
funds to even move judg¬ 
es around," Maraga said. 
"Some judges are not able 
to get fuel for their cars 
and we are having to ask 
them to get money from 
their pockets in hopes that 
we can refund them some 
day." 

The budget cuts come 
after President Uhuru Ke- 
nyatta called the judiciary 
a bunch of crooks and 
promised to "fix" them after 
the Supreme Court nullified 
his election in 2017, citing 
unconstitutional illegalities 
and irregularities. Kenyatta 
later won a rerun of the 


elections after the opposi¬ 
tion boycotted saying the 
composition of the elector¬ 
al commission, which they 
accused of rigging, had 
not changed. 

The Supreme Court did not 
hear a suit filed by civil soci¬ 
ety — to block the repeat 
election — due to a lack 
of quorum, after judges 
failed to turn up, allegedly 
because of fear. The pre¬ 
vious day the police driver 
of the Deputy Chief Justice 
Philomena Mwilu was shot 
and seriously wounded. 
Maraga was only member 
of the five-judge bench to 
turn up. 

On Monday Maraga said 
the Court of Appeal is not 
able to operate due to 
lack of funds in Nyeri, Naku- 
ru and Mombasa counties. 
He blamed the executive 
for failing to treat him with 
dignity, citing state func¬ 
tions where he is sometime 
not given VIP treatment. 
"Let the office of the chief 
justice be treated with dig¬ 


nity," he said. He said let¬ 
ters are addressed to him 
by clerks from government 
ministries instead of the 
most senior officers. "I shred 
most of those letters," he 
said. 

Kenyatta last month re¬ 
fused to appoint 41 judges 
picked by the judicial ser¬ 
vice commission. Several 
experts have opined in lo¬ 
cal media that this ham¬ 
pered the judiciary from 
clearing the backlog of 
cases. 

"The judiciary is not inter¬ 
ested and does not inter¬ 
fere with the affairs of other 
arms of government. Why 
are they interested and in¬ 
terfering with our affairs?" 
he asked. "You want me to 
tell you why? They want to 
control the judiciary ... They 
want to make the judiciary, 
a puppet." Maraga said. 

He said Kenyatta govern¬ 
ment was promoting im¬ 
punity by not paying hun¬ 
dreds of millions in damag¬ 
es awarded to plaintiffs.Q 
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DCNA convention 201 9: 

Youth participation, nature 
management and science 
organizations united 



KRALENDIJK, BONAIRE — 
The DCNA convention on 
Bonaire was recently the 
backdrop for the start of a 
new phase of international 
nature management in the 
Dutch Caribbean, with a 
special focus on the future. 
The recently held conven¬ 
tion was a resounding suc¬ 
cess, with the protected 
area management organi¬ 
zations from the six islands 
leading nature organiza¬ 
tions and scientific institu¬ 
tions from the Netherlands, 
local stakeholders and 
youth nature ambassadors 
in closer collaboration. 
Participants joined forces 
for "our" nature, the most 
unique ecosystems of the 
Dutch Kingdom. 

Collaboration 

The protected area man¬ 
agement organizations 
of Aruba, Bonaire, Cura- 
gao, Saba, Sint Maarten 
and Statia are increasingly 
working together to enact 
pragmatic conservation 
actions in the Caribbean 
part of the Dutch Kingdom. 
Expertise has been shared, 
experiences have been 
exchanged and a great 
deal has been learned 
from each other, fulfilling 
one of the main tasks of the 
Dutch Caribbean Nature 
Alliance: the wide-scale 
collaboration to safeguard 
nature in the Dutch Carib¬ 
bean. This in light of the in¬ 
creasing evidence that the 


issues threatening nature 
affect all islands jointly and 
are interconnected includ¬ 
ing the decline of the cor¬ 
al, the warming of the sea 
water, the rise in sea level, 
soil erosion on the islands, 
the arrival of invasive ex¬ 
otic species, the nuisance 
caused by stray cattle and 
the damage to nature 
caused by unsustainable 
tourism. 

Action 

Unfortunately, the list of 
concerns and risks can 
even be further extended 
and the challenges that 
lie ahead are significant. 
However, a serious basis 
for action has been estab¬ 
lished during this conven¬ 
tion and all parties have 
set their sight on a joint 
approach for conserva¬ 
tion management This ap¬ 
proach has been given 
more substance through 
strategic workshops facili¬ 
tated by the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF-NL), Bird Pro¬ 
tection Netherlands and 
the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN-NL), which all pro¬ 
tected area management 
organizations and the 
DCNA board attended. 
This highlights another main 
task of DCNA: bringing the 
parks into contact with in¬ 
ternational stakeholders in 
the field of nature protec¬ 
tion and conservation. The 
Dutch Caribbean Bird Con¬ 



participants Junior Ranger Exchange Program 
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servation Work Group was 
therefore established dur¬ 
ing the Convention. 

A common vision and di¬ 
rection have been estab¬ 
lished and tasks based on 
a common direction have 
been assigned. The follow¬ 
ing applies to all islands: 
investing in nature and the 
environment is not a luxury, 
but a crucial to the future 
social and economic well¬ 
being of island residents. 

Valuable nature lessons for 
the youth 

During the DCNA conven¬ 
tion there was also special 
attention for the youth of 
the six Dutch Caribbean 
islands. From the youth na¬ 
ture programs of Funda- 
cion Parke Nacional Aruba, 
STINAPA Bonaire, CARMABI 
on Curagao, Saba Conser¬ 
vation Foundation, Saba 
Nature Education (SNE) 
and Sint Maarten Nature 
Foundation, four teenag¬ 
ers per island have been 
brought together. Thanks 
to the co-financing of the 
World Wide Fund for Na¬ 
ture, Rabobank and STI¬ 
NAPA, a weekend-long 
program was organized 
with overnight stays, field 
excursions and workshops 
in the Washington Slagbaai 
National Park specially or¬ 
ganized for the younger 
generation. It was a unique 
weekend where partici¬ 
pants experienced and 
learned a lot about Bo¬ 
naire's nature, corals, birds 
and plastic pollution, which 
they will remember for the 
rest of their lives. The young 
nature ambassadors will 


take this knowledge and 
experience with them and 
will spread that knowledge 
on all six islands with the 
support of the local nature 
management organiza¬ 
tions. Youth participation 
will become a permanent 
part of the annual DCNA 
program for the six islands. 
DCNA wants to thank ev¬ 
erybody that helped orga¬ 
nizing this amazing event, 
and the Warehouse Bo¬ 
naire for generously spon¬ 
soring with groceries. 

Coral, NWO and (citizen) 
science workshops biolo¬ 
gists 

Biologists from the local na¬ 
ture organizations on all six 
Dutch Caribbean islands 
also had the opportunity to 
get first hand expert knowl¬ 
edge from coral restoration 
expert Francesca Viridis 
of Reef Renewal Bonaire, 
coral scientist Erik Meesters 
of Wageningen University & 
Research, (citizen) science 
platform Observation.org 
expert Hans Verdaat and 
Arjan de Groene of the 
World Wildlife Fund in the 
Netherlands. The knowl¬ 
edge that participating 
biologists will take back to 
their respective islands is 
invaluable. Additionally, 


important steps have been 
taken to enhance the 
working relationship be¬ 
tween the Dutch Organiza¬ 
tion for Scientific Research 
(NWO), scientists and local 
actors. The day ended with 
a well- attended public 
lecture about the status of 
the coral reefs. 

Restart DCNA 

After a difficult period, 
DCNA shows with the new 
developments that it forms 
a unique network of lead¬ 
ing and cross-disciplinary 
organizations, and a re¬ 
focus on the actual con¬ 
servation needs of the 
parks on the six islands is 
now a fact. In the com¬ 
ing months there will be a 
lot of hard work to get the 
action plan going. One of 
the outcomes of the DCNA 
convention is that several 
joint statements, presently 
in draft, will soon be sub¬ 
mitted to local and Dutch 
governments. The state¬ 
ments concern the condi¬ 
tions that are necessary to 
safeguard nature manage¬ 
ment for the future on all six 
islands. 

For more information, 
please contact DCNA: 
(+599) 717-5010 or re- 

search@dcnanature.org □ 





























The Watapana tree 


Episode XLII 



2-Watapana seeds and leaves 


For Aruba Watapana was a means of 
living providing many with seasonal 
work. The plucking of the Watapana- 
pod and the cutting of the wood, it 
was very suitable for burning char¬ 
coal, were legally protected. 

Possibly the Divi Divi is a native tree, 
but it may also have been imported 
and grown. At any rate we know that 
the Spaniards on Curacao tanned 
skins with the Divi Divi-pods. Pods con¬ 
tain tannic acid and gallic acid. The 
high tannin percentage of the ripe 
pods was known before 1840. Mostly 
the tree is recognizable at a consider¬ 
able distance by its “wind form". Not 
a single species of tree has a wind- 
form as typical as that of the Divi Divi. 

The Watapana is a name used by the 
whites and natives to call this fasci¬ 
nating tree. The name Guatapana 
(Spanish spelling) is also used in cer¬ 
tain regions of Cuba, Mexico, Puerto 
Rico and Central America. 

Pods where called Divi Divi, under this 
name it was brought on the market in 
Caracas, to be shipped to Spain. To¬ 
day the real local name is being re¬ 
placed and forgotten. 


where on the island and the dried 
leaves and humus accumulated 
beneath are much sought after for 
their soil enriching qualities. Not in the 
least this action meager the survival 
chances of the specimen. 

The whole of Aruba awoke to fresh 
activity at harvest-time. Women and 
children went out with sticks and bas¬ 
kets or gabs to beat the pods off the 
trees and gather them. They were to 
hand in wat they had gathered to 
the owner each day, who paid them 
twenty-five Dutch cents for every bag 
containing slightly over 20 kilograms. 
The pods had to be examined in or¬ 
der to remove dirt and bits of stalk 
as well as unripe fruits, after this they 
were dried in the sun for a few days. 

The people sometimes plucked un¬ 
ripe pods, such pods were put into the 
ground where, after some days, they 
assumed a dark color and looked 
something like ripe ones though they 
hardly contained any tannin. Half- 
ripe pods, pounded fine and boiled, 
yielded a pap sometimes used as a 
popular medicine to be applied to 
open sores of animals. 



The Watapana grows almost any- 


Continued on Page 15 


2-Watapana seeds and leaves 
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The Watapana tree 


Episode XUI 


Continued from page 14 

Aruba produced a considerable part 
of the total Watapana-crops. The prin¬ 
cipal market was Hamburg in Germa¬ 
ny. Divi Divi was used at the tanneries 
on the Elbe River for the preparation of 
leather that was manufactured into the 
greased leather boots of East-European 
farmers. However, Aruba never shipped 
direct, everything went via Curacao. In 
Europe Divi Divi was much in demand 
and tannin at some places sold for sixty 
to eighty guilders a ton. One of the best 
years was 1911, when Aruba exported 
303.000 kilos, Curacao 652.000 and Bo¬ 
naire 1.102.000 kilos. 

The Watapana meanwhile has be¬ 
come the official tree of Aruba and 
was so decreed by the Aruba Parlia¬ 
ment. However many times the not en¬ 
forced laws concerning protection and 
conservation of natural resources and 
other heritages, gives the false impres¬ 
sion that we do not care to conserve. 
The economy that this tree once pro¬ 
vided has fed many families. It is no co¬ 
incidence that wherever you see aloes 
the Watapana is also seen. Both formed 
a means of income for the countryside 
during more than a century.□ 



3-Divi Divi pots 
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Harbour House Aruba: 

“Over 60 % sold already, buyers love the urban-beach mix” 


ORANJESTAD — Cosmopolitan condominiums meaning an urban-like living on a 
central spot in Oranjestad in an open-floor concept, that is Harbour House Aruba. 
Best of it all: located in the middle of this tropical paradise. Yes, this is a divine re¬ 
ality with 94 units is the former 7-level Marazul building at the historic location of 
Paardenbaai. Make it your ultimate personal living or smart investment. 


Dazzling View 

These luxury, high-quality condominiums are available 
at an affordable price. This is a golden opportunity for a 
retirement purchase or investment. “We offer two bed¬ 
room apartments with some even on the corners where 
you have an amazing 180 degree view and all around 
balcony.” Imagine having coffee in the morning and see 
the city awaken while you also gaze over the Caribbean 
Sea at the same time. On the top floor of the building, 
there is an ocean-view gym and lounge area with Ja¬ 
cuzzi’s giving you the “me-time” you need. The other side 
of the top floor offers a fantastic stand-alone penthouse 
with complete privacy and for sale against a great price. 


Connecting Two Worlds 

Marinelda explains that so far, there 50 % local owner¬ 
ship and another 50 % non-local investment making Har¬ 
bour House the perfect connection between Aruba and 
the rest of the world. The new trend is to live cozy but 
comfy, and Harbour House is the perfect match to meet 
this market demand. Everything is near. You are centrally 
located, just a few steps from the beach and still in the 
heart of Oranjestad. You have history to tell and you are 
within walking distance to all the capitol city has to offer. 


Highlights 

• Infinity pool over Marine Oranjestad 

• State-of-the-art lobby 

• Ocean-view gym 

• Bar service 

• Rooftop with 360 degrees view of Oranjestad 

• On-site parking 

• 24-hours security 

• Top floor lounge area with Jacuzzi’s 


For more information: https://harbourhousearuba.comQ 


Sales Manager Marinelda Cartaya is excited about the project. The response of the 
buyers is uplifting and sales are increasing. On Aruba Today’s Facebook page, own¬ 
ers expressed their enthusiasm. For those you wanting to see more, you can follow 
the progress of the project on their website: https://harbourhousearuba.com. It will 
continue to provide updates on construction including images. Marinelda: “When 
you live abroad you cannot easily step by to check upon your purchase, that is why 
we decided to provide updates on our website.” 


State of Construction 

The pool facing the harbor is completed and level three and four have walls and 
doors installed. There is a model unit available where you can see the amenities 
being offered. “There are only four studios left, some 2-bedroom apartments and 
furthermore 3-bedroom apartments are available. The air conditionings are being 
installed and we started with the outside area on the ground level also.” The ground 
level will be a gallery of restaurants, art gallery, stores, and a supermarket. The pav¬ 
ers will be installed this week and the parking lot will be fixed that is in the future as¬ 
signed to the owners and visitors. “If we continue like this, the intended deadline of 
June 2020 will be achieved,” says Marinelda. 
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Kevin Harvick celebrates with 
the trophy in Victory Lane af¬ 
ter winning a NASCAR Cup Se¬ 
ries auto race at Texas Motor 
Speedway, Sunday, Nov. 3, 
2019, in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Associated Press 

Harvick has 
Cup title 
shot after 
3rd straight 
Texas fall win 


By STEPHEN HAWKINS 

AP Sports Writer 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 

— Kevin Harvick and the 
Stewart-Haas Racing team 
had already been prepar¬ 
ing for NASCAR's finale. 
With another win at Texas, 
they now know they will be 
racing for a Cup fitle in two 
weeks. Harvick won the 
fall race at Texas for the 
third year in a row Sunday, 
again securing one of the 
championship-contending 
spots for the Nov. 17 sea¬ 
son-ending race at Home- 
stead-Miami Speedway. 
"Well, we've already been 
going down the road," Har¬ 
vick said from Victory Lane 
in Texas. "We've already 
been to the simulator, 
we've already built the car, 
and now we've just got to 
make sure that we do what 
we think is right and go with 
our gut and see what hap¬ 
pens." After starting from 
the pole, Harvick led 119 of 
334 laps and paced a 1 -2-3 
finish for Stewart-Haas. 


Patriots fall to Jackson and Ravens 37-20 

New England Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman (11) is upended as he collides with Baltimore Ravens cornerback Marlon Hum¬ 
phrey (44) during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019, in Baltimore. 


Continued on Page 23 


Associated Press 
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Mickelson's streak of 26 years in the top 50 comes to an end 


the world, mainly because 10s, culminating with his No one thought Woods 
of Woods, partly because third World Golf Champion- would drop from the top 



Phil Mickelson of the United States tees off for the HSBC Champions golf tournament at the Sheshan 
International Golf Club in Shanghai on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2019. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

SHANGHAI (AP) — The 

streak ended with little fan¬ 
fare, and that was just fine 
with Phil Mickelson. 

He slashed his way to a tie 
for 28th in the HSBC Cham¬ 
pions, with only 100 or so 
fans following along. Mick¬ 
elson played his last nine 
holes right behind Rory 
Mcllroy, but only because 
Lefty was in the first group 
to tee off on the back nine. 
He signed for a 68 in his final 
round of the year. 

The number that stands out 
is No. 51, his position this 
week in the Official World 
Golf Ranking. 

For the first time in nearly 
26 years — 1,353 weeks to 
be exact — Mickelson is no 
longer among the top 50 in 
the world. 

“It was a good run," Mick¬ 
elson said Sunday. “Un¬ 
fortunately, the last eight 
months I played terribly 
and have fallen out. But I’ll 
get back in there.” 

The question is whether 
anyone can ever match it. 
Jordan Spieth was not quite 
4 months old when Mickel¬ 
son first cracked the top 
50 on Nov. 23, 1993, with a 
runner-up finish in the Casio 
World Open. Deane Be- 
man was the commissioner 
of the PGA Tour. 

Rory Mcllroy compared 
Mickelson's streak to Tiger 
Woods going 142 starts on 
the PGA Tour over seven 
years without missing a cut. 
“Being top 50 in the world 
since 1993, that means 
no injuries, no breaks, that 
is nothing,” Mcllroy said. 
“Play your game, keep go¬ 
ing.” 

That’s all Mickelson has 
done. 

He never reached No. 1 in 


Mickelson was not on top 
of his game when Woods 
fell off and created an 
opportunity. Then again, 
Mickelson never won a 
PGA Tour money title or 
was voted PGA Tour player 
of the year. 

His hallmark is consistently 
great play, and it is unri¬ 
valed. 

“It's pretty amazing given 
he was there into his 40s like 
that, with how much time 
is taken from golf with your 
family," Spieth said. “You're 
not as sharp because 
you're not doing it as often. 
I give him more credit in the 
last seven to 10 years.” 
Mickelson nearly fell out at 
the start of 2018, and then 
he ran off four straight top 


ships title in Mexico City. He 
reached No. 17 with his vic¬ 
tory at the Pebble Beach 
Pro-Am in February — his 
seventh win in his 40s, in¬ 
cluding a major — and was 
hopeful of a big year. 

He hasn’t finished better 
than a tie for 18th since 
then. 

Mcllroy is completing his 
11 th year in the top 50 — he 
first cracked the top 50 with 
a runner-up finish in Hong 
Kong in 2008 — and that's 
now the longest current 
streak. For everyone else 
but Mickelson, it seemed 
something always would 
go wrong, whether it was 
injury (Woods) or a spell of 
bad play (Adam Scott, Ser¬ 
gio Garcia, Justin Rose). 


Associated Press 

50 — much less No. 1, a 
spot he twice held for five 
straight years — until his 
personal life imploded and 
then his legs broke down, 
and his streak of 15 years in 
the top 50 ended in 2011. 
The secret? 

It starts with great golf, and 
Mickelson is among the 
best to ever play. 

“You have to have good 
balance,” Mickelson said. 
“Amy (his wife) is a big part 
of that, having a good bal¬ 
ance of family and playing 
schedule, so when I do play 
I'm focused. Having kids on 
the road early in my career 
was a big thing. 

“For the most part, it's hav¬ 
ing the desire to work on it, 
and having passion for it 


and love it and enjoying it 
and competing.” 

Mcllroy believes the record 
can be matched, and he 
thinks it goes beyond stay¬ 
ing injury-free. Mcllroy had 
back trouble very early in 
his career, and he missed 
a chunk of time in early 
2017 with a rib injury, only 
the second time he went 
through an entire year with¬ 
out winning. 

“I would have said that a 
few years ago,” Mcllroy 
said about injuries. “But 
I feel as good as I ever 
have.” 

He also is 30. What will he 
say 10 years from now? 
“Hopefully, what Tom Brady 
says,” Mcllroy replied, 
referring to the 42-year- 
old New England Patriots 
quarterback. “I feel better 
than when I came into the 
league.” 

Mcllroy says a family and 
shifting priorities could be¬ 
come more of an obstacle 
than injuries, which impress¬ 
es him about Mickelson. 
Spieth is more impressed 
with Mickelson having 
played on the last 24 teams 
for the Ryder Cup and Pres¬ 
idents Cup, another streak 
that is ending. Mickelson 
qualified for 19 consecu¬ 
tive teams and only recent¬ 
ly had to rely on a pick. But 
those streaks go hand in 
hand. 

“You’re not going to make 
teams if you’re not top 50, 
or top 20 even,” Mickelson 
said. 

That's where Mickelson 
could be found for three 
weeks shy of 26 years, and 
even though the streak is 
done, Mickelson says he is 
not. 

He already is talking about 
making the next Ryder Cup 
teamO 


Rafael Nadal returns to top of ATP rankings 


MADRID (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal is back at the top of 
the ATP rankings, regain¬ 
ing the No. 1 spot for the 
first time since November 
2018. 

The 33-year-old Spaniard 
has become the second- 
oldest No. 1 player. Roger 
Federer led the rankings at 


the age of 36 last year. 
Nadal has been No. 1 for 
197 weeks through eight 
different stints at the top. 
Federer leads the all-time 
list with 310 weeks. 

Federer stayed third in the 
rankings, behind Novak 
Djokovic and ahead of 
Daniil Medvedev. 


Nadal has a 51-6 record 
and has won four titles 
this season, including the 
French Open and the U.S. 
Open. 

He also reached the Aus¬ 
tralian Open final. 

He is looking to seal the 
year-end top ranking for 
the fifth timeO 



Spain's Rafael Nadal speaks during a press conference after 
pulling out of the Paris Masters tennis tournament in Paris, 
Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019, due to an injury. 

Associated Press 












Jackson, Ravens hand Patriots' first loss of season 


By The Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — The New 

England Patriots’ unbeaten 
season crashed to an end 
under the weight of their 
own mistakes and inability 
to contain Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens quarterback Lamar 
Jackson, who ripped apart 
the NFL's stingiest defense 
with his arm and legs in a 
37-20 victory Sunday night. 
Baltimore (6-2) zipped to an 
early 17-0 lead and let the 
Patriots (8-1) creep within 
striking distance before 
quelling the comeback 
with a 70-yard fumble re¬ 
turn by Marlon Humphrey 
and a 5-yard touchdown 
pass from Jackson to Nick 
Boyle early in the fourth 
quarter. 

That made it 30-20, and not 
even six-time Super Bowl 
winner Tom Brady could 
bring New England out of 
the hole. Brady, who went 
30 for 46 for 285 yards, 
threw an interception with 
12:47 left. 

Jackson then led a me¬ 
thodical 9 1/2-minute drive 
that ended with his thrust 
into the end zone from the 
1 . 

Jackson ran for 61 yards 
and two touchdowns and 
went 17 for 23 for 163 yards 
and a score. Mark Ingram 
ran for 115 yards, and the 
NFL's leading rushing at¬ 
tack amassed 210 yards on 
the ground. 

The defending Super Bowl 
champion Patriots picked 
up two fumbles, but they 
had two turnovers them¬ 
selves and committed a 
costly penalty that con¬ 
tributed to Baltimore's first 
touchdown. 

Baltimore's defense played 
a role, too. Patrick Onwua- 
sor stripped the ball from 
Julian Edelman in the third 
quarter and Humphrey 
took it the other way for a 
score. Although Brady an¬ 
swered with a touchdown 
of this own to make it 24-20, 


the Patriots would not get 
closer. New England had 
won 13 straight, dating to 
last season and including 
the playoffs. 

SEAHAWKS 40, BUCCA¬ 
NEERS 34, OT 

SEATTLE (AP) — Russell Wil¬ 
son hit Jacob Hollister with 
a 10-yard touchdown pass 
on the opening possession 
of overtime, and Seattle 
rallied to beat Tampa Bay. 
Wilson continued his bril¬ 
liant season, tying his ca¬ 
reer high with five touch¬ 
down passes as Seattle (7- 
2) overcame Jason Myers' 
missed 40-yard field-goal 
attempt on the final play of 
regulation and never gave 
Tampa Bay a chance in the 
extra session. Wilson was 5 
of 8 for 70 yards in overtime, 
capping the winning drive 
by hitting the reserve tight 
end across the middle for 
his second touchdown of 
the game. 

Wilson finished 29 of 43 for 
378 yards. It was his third 
career game with five TD 
passes and capped Se¬ 
attle's wild second half 
after trailing 21-7 midway 
through the second quar¬ 
ter. 

Tampa Bay quarterback 
Jameis Winston was nearly 
Wilson's equal throwing for 
335 yards and two touch¬ 
downs. Winston led Tampa 
Bay (2-6) to a tying score in 
the final minute of regula¬ 
tion on Dare Ogunbowale's 
1-yard run, but never got 
his hands on the ball in 
overtime. 

CHIEFS 26, VIKINGS 23 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Harrison Butker matched a 
career long with a 54-yard 
field goal to tie the game 
late in the fourth quarter, 
then drilled a 44-yarder as 
time expired to give Kansas 
City a thrilling victory over 
Minnesota. 

The first person to greet 
Butker in celebration? Pat¬ 
rick Mahomes, the reigning 



New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady flips the ball after 
being sacked by Baltimore Ravens defensive end Jihad Ward 
on a third down play in the second half of an NFL football game, 
Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019, in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


league MVP, who missed 
his second consecutive 
game as he recovers from 
a dislocated kneecap. 
Mahomes looked just fine 
rushing onto the field to 
party. 

Matt Moore started in his 
place and threw for 275 
yards and a touchdown 
without a pick, and he 
made the crucial plays 
when they mattered. 
Moore hit favorite target 
Tyreek Hill to convert a cru¬ 
cial third down and set up 
the tying field goal, then hit 
him again to make the win¬ 
ner more manageable. 

Hill finished with six catches 
for 140 yards for the Chiefs 
(6-3), including a spectac¬ 
ular TD grab, while Damien 
Williams ran for 125 yards 
— most of it on a 91-yard 
touchdown run. 

Kirk Cousins threw for 220 
yards and three touch¬ 
downs for the Vikings (6- 
3), though he struggled to 
deal with the Chiefs' blitzes 
late in the game. Dalvin 
Cook was held to 71 yards 
rushing while top wide re¬ 
ceiver Stefon Diggs had a 
single catch for 4 yards. 
STEELERS 26, COLTS 24 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Adam 
Vinatieri missed a go- 
ahead 43-yard field goal 
with 1:14 remaining, help¬ 


ing Pittsburgh escape with 
a victory. 

Vinatieri, whose 55-yard 
kick last week against Den¬ 
ver gave the Colts their 
third straight victory, pulled 
his attempt left of the up¬ 
rights as the Colts (5-3) fell 
out of first place in the AFC 
South. 

Mason Rudolph threw for 
191 yards with a touch¬ 
down and an interception 
for Pittsburgh, and Minkah 
Fitzpatrick returned an in¬ 
terception 96 yards for a 
score as the Steelers (4-4) 
won their third consecu¬ 
tive game. Backup running 
back Trey Edmunds ran for 
a career-high 73 yards and 
Chris Boswell kicked four 
field goals as Pittsburgh 
reached the midpoint of 
the season at .500 despite 
losing quarterback Ben Ro- 
ethlisberger to a right el¬ 
bow injury in Week 2. 

The Colts may have quar¬ 
terback issues of their own 
after Jacoby Brissett left in 
the second quarter with a 
left knee injury. Brian Hoy- 
er came on and threw for 
three touchdowns in Bris- 
sett’s absence and drove 
Indianapolis to well within 
field goal range in the final 
minutes thanks in part to a 
40-yard pass interference 
penalty against Pittsburgh's 


Steven Nelson. Vinatieri, 
the NFL's all-time leading 
scorer, had an extra point 
blocked in the third quarter 
and has been dealing with 
accuracy issues all season. 
The snap and hold were 
good, but his kick fluttered 
left of the upright into the 
open end of Heinz Field, 
allowing Pittsburgh to run 
out the clock on a day the 
Steelers mustered just 273 
yards. 

RAIDERS 31, LIONS 24 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Derek Carr threw a 9-yard 
touchdown pass to rookie 
Hunter Renfrow with 2:04 
remaining and Karl Joseph 
broke up a fourth-down 
pass in the end zone with 
3 seconds left to give the 
Raiders a victory over De¬ 
troit in their first game back 
in Oakland in seven weeks. 
After surviving an odyssey 
that forced them to travel 
about 20,000 miles for four 
road games and a neutral 
site game in London, the 
Raiders (4-4) came back 
home for the first time since 
losing to Kansas City on 
Sept. 15. They put on quite 
a show for the fans who are 
hoping the Raiders can put 
together a successful sea¬ 
son before their planned 
move to Las Vegas next 
year. 

Carr's clutch pass to Ren¬ 
frow gave Oakland the win 
to start the crucial three- 
game homestand. Carr 
also connected with rookie 
Foster Moreau on a 3-yard 
score opening seconds of 
the fourth quarter and an¬ 
other rookie. Josh Jacobs, 
ran for 120 yards and two 
scores. It was the first time 
since the merger that the 
Raiders got four TDs from 
rookies in a single game. 
Matthew Stafford threw for 
406 yards and three touch¬ 
downs but came up short 
at the end as the Lions (3-4- 
1) lost for the fourth time in 
five gamesO 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


World Series champ Nationals take celebration to White House 



First lady Melania Trump, Washington Nationals infielder Ryan 
Zimmerman, and President Donald Trump arrive for an event to 
honor the 2019 World Series Champion Washington Nationals, 
on the South Lawn of the White House, Monday, Nov. 4, 2019, in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump mostly 
stuck to sports on Monday 
while honoring the World 
Series champion Washing¬ 
ton Nationals, who had a 
handful of players skip the 
White House visit. 

Amid an impeachment 
inquiry on Capitol Hill and 
Washington feting its first 
Major League Baseball 
champion since 1924, 
Trump hugged Kurt Suzuki 
after the catcher put on 
a "Make America Great 
Again" hat. Trump received 
a No. 45 Nationals jersey 
from first baseman Ryan 
Zimmerman, applauding 
the team’s first title and call¬ 
ing it a "comeback story for 
the ages." 

"Everyone fell in love with 
Nats baseball," Trump said 
during the half-hour cer¬ 
emony on the South Lawn 
attended by thousands of 
fans. "That’s all they wanted 
to talk about — that and 
impeachment. I like Nats 


baseball more." Reliever 
Sean Doolittle, who along 
with his wife has worked 
with Syrian refugees and 
military veterans and sup¬ 
ports gay rights, did not at¬ 
tend the event. Also among 
those not listed as attend¬ 
ing were National League 
MVP candidate Anthony 
Rendon, outfielders Victor 
Robles and Michael A. Tay¬ 


lor, and pitchers Joe Ross, 
Javy Guerra and Wander 
Suero. Principal owner Mark 
Lerner was the only mem¬ 
ber of the ownership group 
listed as attending. 
Eighteen of the 25 play¬ 
ers on Washington's World 
Series roster were in atten¬ 
dance, including World Se¬ 
ries MVP Stephen Strasburg, 
who opted out of the final 


four years of his contract 
but could re-sign for a more 
lucrative deal. Fans chant¬ 
ed "Four more years! Four 
more years" at Strasburg. 
Despite Suzuki trading in 
the Nationals' curly "W" for 
Trump's signature hat and 
Zimmerman thanking the 
president for keeping the 
country safe and making it 
the best on earth, the Na¬ 
tionals' visit did not have as 
much political undertone 
as when the 2018 cham¬ 
pion Boston Red Sox visited 
the White House. They did 
so without manager Alex 
Cora, who did not attend 
that ceremony after cit¬ 
ing his frustration with the 
administration’s efforts to 
help his native Puerto Rico 
recover from a devastating 
hurricane. 

Washington manager 
Dave Martinez, whose par¬ 
ents are Puerto Rican, was 
in attendance and made 
some brief remarks to the 
delight of fans and players. 
Trump called it a record 
crowd, saying, "We've nev¬ 


er had this many people on 
the front lawn of the White 
House." The White House 
estimated an attendance 
of 5,300. 

The U.S. Marine Corps 
band played the team into 
the ceremony with "Baby 
Shark," which became the 
Nationals' unofficial theme 
song as they went from 17- 
31 in May to World Series 
champions. After Trump 
singled out Strasburg, Ken¬ 
drick, pitcher Anibal San¬ 
chez and other playoff 
heroes, players exited with 
the World Series trophy to 
the strains of "We Are The 
Champions." 

The Nationals' White House 
visit was the latest stop on 
their whirlwind victory tour 
around the nation's capi¬ 
tal after coming back from 
a 3-2 series deficit to beat 
the Houston Astros in Game 
7 last week. The team pa¬ 
raded down Constitution 
Avenue on Saturday and 
celebrated at the Washing¬ 
ton Capitals hockey game 
Sunday night.Q 
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Anthony Davis, 
LeBron James lead 
Lakers past Spurs 


Los Angeles Lakers' LeBron James (23) drives against San Antonio Spurs' DeMar DeRozan during 
the first half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019, in San Antonio. Los Angeles won 


By The Associated Press 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — An¬ 
thony Davis had 25 points 
and 11 rebounds, LeBron 
James added 21 points, 
13 assists and 11 rebounds 
and the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers held off the San Anto¬ 
nio Spurs 103-96 on Sunday 
night. 

James also had a triple¬ 
double Friday night in an 
overtime victory in Dallas. 
Dwight Howard had 14 
points and 13 rebounds in 
a throw-back performance 
to help the Lakers improve 
to 5-1. 

Dejounte Murray had 18 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Spurs, Rudy Gay added 
16 points off the bench, 
and DeMar DeRozan had 
14. They lost for the sec¬ 
ond time in three games to 
drop to 4-2. 

CLIPPERS 10, JAZZ 94 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kawhi 
Leonard scored 18 of his 30 
points in the fourth quarter 
to lead Los Angeles past 
Utah. 

Leonard's scoring surge 
helped the Clippers erase 
a double-digit second-half 
deficit and improve to 4-0 
at home. He only made 
9 of 26 shots, but with the 
game tied at 86, Leonard 


scored six points to spark 
a 19-8 run to close out the 
victory. Montrezl Harrell 
added 19 points, and Lou 
Williams had 17. 

Donovan Mitchell led the 
Jazz with 36 points, and Bo- 
jan Bogdanovic added 19. 
MAVERICKS 131, CAVA¬ 
LIERS 111 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Luka 
Doncic had his second 
straight triple-double and 
third of the season, finishing 
with 29 points, 14 rebounds 
and a career high-tying 15 
assists to lead Dallas past 
Cleveland, 

Kristaps Porzingis added 18 
points and nine rebounds, 
and Boban Marjanovic 
had 12 points and eight re¬ 
bounds. The Mavericks are 
3-0 on the road for the first 
time since their champion¬ 
ship season of 2010-11. 
Kevin Love had a season- 
high 29 points and eight 
rebounds for the Cavaliers. 
HEAT 129, ROCKETS 100 
MIAMI (AP) — Duncan 
Robinson scored 23 points, 
Meyers Leonard added 21 
and Miami led by 41 points 
on the way to the easy vic¬ 
tory over Houston. 

Jimmy Butler scored 18 
points and had nine assists 
for the Heat, and James 


103-96. 

Johnson had 17 points in 
his season debut. Miami is 
5-1, matching the best six- 
game start in franchise his¬ 
tory. 

James Harden scored 29 
points for Houston, and Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook was held to 
only 10. 

It was a record-setting 
opening quarter for the 
Heat — resulting in the 
third-biggest lead after 12 
minutes in the NBA's shot- 
clock era, starting with the 
1954-55 season. 

Miami led 46-14 after that 
first quarter. The only big¬ 
ger leads after one quarter 
since the shot clock was 


put into play came when 
the Los Angeles Lakers led 
the Sacramento Kings 40-4 
after one quarter on Feb. 
4, 1987, and the Baltimore 
Bullets leading the Kansas 
City-Omaha Kings 45-12 
after a quarter on Dec. 9, 
1972. 

KINGS 113, KNICKS 92 
NEW YORK (AP) — De'Aaron 
Fox scored 24 points. Buddy 
Hield had 22 and Sacra¬ 
mento beat New York for its 
second straight victory fol¬ 
lowing an 0-5 start. 

Harrison Barnes added 19 
points, and Richaun Hol¬ 
mes had 14 points and 10 
rebounds. 


Associated Press 
Marcus Morris scored 28 
points for New York. The 
Knicks have lost three 
straight to fall to 1 -6. 
PACERS 108, BULLS 95 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — T.J. 
Warren scored a season- 
high 26 points and Indiana 
beat Chicago. 

Malcolm Brogdon added 
22 points and seven assists. 
Indiana was missing injured 
forward/center Myles Turn¬ 
er (ankle), center Doman- 
tas Sabonis (calf contusion) 
and All-Star guard Victor 
Oladipo (knee). 

Zach La Vine scored 21 
points for Chicago. The 
Bulls are 0-5 on the roadO 



Strasburg opts out of Nats deal, $100M, to become free agent 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stephen 
Strasburg opted out of the 
final four years of his con¬ 
tract with the Washington 
Nationals, three days after 
the star pitcher was chosen 
MVP of the World Series. 
The move Saturday makes 
the 31-year-old right-hand¬ 
er a free agent. Strasburg 
gave up $100 million he 
had been guaranteed 
from 2020-23 as part of a 
$175 million, seven-year 
contract he agreed to with 
the Nationals in May 2016. 
Strasburg was 18-6 with a 
3.32 ERA this season, top¬ 
ping 30 starts for the sec¬ 
ond time in his career and 
leading the NL with 209 
innings pitched. Then he 
went 5-0 with a 1.98 ERA in 


five postseason starts and 
one relief appearance, in¬ 
cluding wins in Games 2 
and 6 of the World Series 
against Houston. 
Washington also won 
Game 7 to claim the first 
championship in franchise 
history. Just a few days lat¬ 
er, however, the roster has 
already begun to change. 
The club declined its $18 mil¬ 
lion option for next season 
on 35-year-old first base- 
man Ryan Zimmerman, the 
only player who has been 
a member of every Nats 
team since the franchise 
moved from Montreal to 
Washington before the 
2005 season. Zimmerman 
gets a $2 million buyout. 
Washington also turned 
down a $9 million option on 
catcher Yan Gomes, who 


receives a $1 million buy¬ 
out, and exercised options 
on reliever Sean Doolittle 
($6.5 million) and outfielder 
Adam Eaton ($9.5 million). 
In a career interrupted by 
Tommy John surgery shortly 
after his spectacular major 
league debut in 2010, Stras¬ 
burg is 112-58 with a 3.17 
ERA and 1,695 strikeouts in 
parts of 10 seasons. 

He joins a free agent mar¬ 
ket that includes several 
other accomplished start¬ 
ing pitchers, such as Gerrit 
Cole, Hyun-Jin Ryu, Zack 
Wheeler, Madison Bumgar¬ 
ner, Rick Porcello, Cole 
Hamels, Jake Odorizzi and 
Dallas Keuchel. Cole, like 
Strasburg represented by 
agent Scott Boras, is ex¬ 
pected to get a record 
contract for a pitcher, top- 





Washington Nationals pitcher Stephen Strasburg, center, 
celebrates with teammates Anibal Sanchez, left, and Gerardo 
Parra during a rally following a parade to celebrate the team's 
World Series baseball championship over the Houston Astros, 
Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 

ping David Price's $217 mil- er's $31.33 million average 
lion, seven-year deal with salary under a three-year 
Boston before the 2016 deal with the Astros that 
season and Justin Verland- started in 2019. □ 
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Vrana gets 1st career hat trick. Capitals beat Flames 4-2 



Washington Capitals left wing Jakub Vrana (13), of the Czech Republic, center Lars Eller (20), of 
Denmark, left wing Jakub Vrana (13), of the Czech Republic, and defenseman Dmitry Orlov (9), of 
Russia, celebrate Eller's goal during the third period of an NHL hockey game Sunday, Nov. 3,2019, 
in Washington. The Capitals won 4-2. 


By IAN QUILLEN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) —Wash¬ 
ington's newly crowned 
championship baseball 
team provided the cheers. 
Jakub Vrana supplied the 
goals. 

Two days after his first mul¬ 
tigoal game of the season, 
Jakub Vrana got his first ca¬ 
reer hat trick as the Wash¬ 
ington Capitals beat the 
Calgary Flames 4-2 Sunday 
night. 

With the World Series-win¬ 
ning Washington Nationals 
looking on, Vrana scored 
twice in the first period be¬ 
fore putting the Capitals up 
for good with a breakaway 
goal late in the second. The 
hat trick also completed 
Vrana’s first career consec¬ 
utive multigoal games. 

"I'm not that surprised," said 
Capitals center Lars Eller, 
who added a power-play 
goal in the third period. "He 
has it in him. I don't expect 
him to score three every 
night but he's got that kind 
of talent that he can do 
that once in awhile.". 

Vrana praised the Nation¬ 
als, who roused the home 
crowd throughout the eve¬ 
ning by taking the World 
Series trophy on the ice 
before the game and cele¬ 
brating each Capitals goal 
in animated fashion. 

The Capitals previously took 
the Stanley Cup to Nation¬ 
als Park after winning it in 
2018. 

"That was unbelievable," 


Vrana said. "It just brings me 
a little memory from when 
we won. They brought us 
lots of energy." 

Evgeny Kuznetsov and Tom 
Wilson each had two as¬ 
sists for the Capitals, who 
have won eight of nine and 
lead the NHL with 25 points. 
Ilya Samsonov stopped 25 
shots. 

Elias Lindholm and Andrew 
Mangiapane scored for 
Calgary, and Cam Talbot 
finished with 28 saves. The 
Flames finished 2-2-0 on a 
four-game road trip. 
Calgary earned only two 
power plays while extend¬ 
ing its streak without a goal 


on the man advantage to 
a season-high four games. 

"I thought the effort was 
there," Flames coach Bill 
Peters said. "We needed 
that kill in the third, the first 
one. We needed to keep 
it at 3-2 there. They got a 
little bit of wiggle room, 
and then we couldn't find 
a way to get the next one." 
Vrana now has nine goals 
through 16 games, with the 
23-year-old Czech well on 
pace to exceed his previ¬ 
ous high of 24 from last sea¬ 
son. 

After Mangiapane opened 
the scoring, Vrana got his 
first goal when Wilson found 


Associated Press 

Kuznetsov down the right. 
Kuznetsov sent a cross-ice 
pass to Vrana, who beat 
two Flames defenders 
down the ice and Talbot to 
his stick side. 

Vrana gave Washington 
its first lead with 4:52 left in 
the first when he was first 
to the puck in the offensive 
zone after Kuznetsov had it 
poked away and beat Tal¬ 
bot with a wrister to the top 
left corner. 

Lindholm got his 10th of 
the season to tie the score 
with 1.6 seconds remaining 
before the first intermission, 
but Vrana gave Washing¬ 
ton the lead for good with 


4:55 left in the second. 

This time Kuznetsov found 
him from Washington's own 
zone for a breakaway, and 
while Talbot made a pad 
save on Vrana's first effort, 
he couldn't keep out the 
rebound. 

"I just tried to find the space 
there," Vrana said. "Kuzy, it 
was a great (pass) for me. 
I was just skating, and I had 
a breakaway." 
BLACKHAWKS 3, DUCKS 2, 
OT 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Pat¬ 
rick Kane scored 24 second 
into overtime off a pass 
from Jonathan Toews and 
Chicago beat Anaheim. 
Rookie Adam Boqvist 
scored his first career NHL 
goal and Alex DeBrincat 
scored on a two-man ad¬ 
vantage as the Blackhawks 
spoiled the 1,000th career 
game of Ducks center 
Ryan Getzlaf. 

Sam Steel and Nick Ritchie 
scored for Anaheim. Ryan 
Miller had 34 saves. 

Toews, stopped in traf¬ 
fic shortly after overtime 
began, spun around and 
slipped a cross-ice pass to 
Kane, who lifted the puck 
over the shoulder of Miller 
for the winner. 

Blackhawks goalie Robin 
Lehner made 36 saves in 
the victory as Chicago won 
for just the second time in 
eight games. The Black¬ 
hawks also became the 
last Western Conference 
team to win a game on the 
roadO 


Venezuelan baseball league starts amid sanctions 



Houston Astros' Jose Altuve flips his glove during batting 
practice before Game 7 of the baseball World Series against the 
Washington Nationals Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2019, in Houston. ( 

Associated Press 


By JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The Venezuelan base¬ 
ball league will start on 
Tuesday amid uncertainty 
because of Washington's 
sanctions against the ad¬ 
ministration of President 
Nicolas Maduro. 

Players affiliated to Major 
League Baseball are for¬ 
bidden to join in. 
Venezuela's economic cri¬ 
sis forced the coming sea¬ 
son to be reduced from 63 
to 43 matches for each of 
the six teams. 

The league has so far failed 
to avoid sanctions by U.S. 
President Donald Trump, 


who wants Maduro out of 
office. Venezuela was ex¬ 
cluded from the deal that 
regulates the relationship 


between MLB and Carib¬ 
bean winter tournaments. 
The sanctions, which in¬ 
clude freezing the assets 


of Maduro's administration 
in the United States, forbid 
American companies from 
doing business with Ven¬ 
ezuela's government. 

Many local fans wonder if 
substitutes for Venezuela's 
MLB players will be able to 
fill their shoes. They will also 
miss American players, who 
have been playing in the 
Venezuela league since 
it began in the 1940s. The 
likes of Bob Gibson, Barry 
Bonds, and Pete Rose have 
featured. 

"I can't even remember 
when was the last time that 
a gringo did not play in a 
team of our league," said 
71-year-old Jose Miguel 


Reyes, a fan of the Leones 
of Caracas. "Many stars of 
MLB were here, the best of 
them." 

Venezuelans have also 
starred in the MLB recently, 
including Cincinnati third 
baseman Eugenio Suarez, 
who hit 49 home runs this 
season, and Houston sec¬ 
ond baseman Jose Altuve, 
the fourth Venezuelan to 
be World Series MVP, in 
2017. 

Beside Altuve, six Venezue¬ 
lans played in the World Se¬ 
ries won by the Washington 
Nationals last week. 

Fans fear lower attendanc¬ 
es because of the absence 
of MLB affiliated players. □ 


















Mexico beats U.S. 
8-2 in Olympic 
baseball qualifying 


By The Associated Press 

Noah Perio scored the 
go-ahead run on a 
passed ball by the New 
York Yankees' Erik Kratz 
in the fifth inning, Ali Solis 
added a three-run hom¬ 
er in the eighth and host 
Mexico beat the United 
States 8-2 on Sunday 
night at Guadalajara in 
a qualifier for next year's 
Olympic baseball tour¬ 
nament. 

Mexico is assured of fin¬ 
ishing among the top 
two teams in Group A of 
Premierl2 tournament, 
who advance to a super 
round in Japan. 

The U.S. needs a victory 
Monday over the Do¬ 
minican Republic to ad¬ 
vance. 

The top finisher from 
the Americas qualifies 
for next year's Olympic 
baseball tournament 
in Japan. Second- and 
third-place finishers from 
the Americas go to a 
final qualifying tourna¬ 
ment in March or April. 
The U.S., managed by 
former big leaguer Scott 
Borsius, opened Satur¬ 
day with a 9-0 win over 
the Netherlands, and 
Mexico with a 6-1 vic¬ 
tory over the Domini¬ 
can Republic in a game 
shortened to six innings 
because of rain. The Do¬ 
minicans beat the Dutch 
14-4 in Sunday's earlier 
game. 

Mexico closes Group A 


against the Dutch on 
Tuesday. 

With the score 2-2 in 
the fifth, Perio and Ja¬ 
vier Salazar singled off 
Boston prospect Tanner 
Houck, and Kansas City's 
Daniel Tillo's relieved with 
one out and runners at 
the corners. Juan Per¬ 
ez struck out and Perio 
came home on the first 
pitch to Esteban Quiroz. 
Efren Navarro, who 
played four games for 
the 2018 Chicago Cubs, 
hit a two-run single off 
Atlanta's Caleb Thiel- 
bar for a 5-2 lead in the 
eighth. Solis, who played 
four games with San Di¬ 
ego in 2012 and eight for 
Tampa in 2014, followed 
with a home run. 

Felipe Gonzalez got the 
win with 1 1/3 innings of 
two-hit relief, and Jesus 
Cruz, Brennan Bernardi¬ 
no and Carlos Busta¬ 
mante combined for 4 
1/3 innings of one-hit re¬ 
lief. Houck was the loser. 
Christian Villanueva, 
who left the Padres for 
the Japanese Central 
League’s Yomirui Giants 
after the 2018 season, 
hit a two-run single in 
the first. The U.S. tied the 
score on home runs by 
Kratz in the third and Bos¬ 
ton's Bobby Dalbec in 
the fourth, both off start¬ 
er Horacio Ramirez, who 
last played in the major 
leagues for the Los An¬ 
geles Angels in 2011 .□ 
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Kevin Harvick (4) crosses the finish line to win a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Texas Motor 
Speedway, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019, in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Associated Press 


Cup title 


Continued from Page 17 

He had gotten to Texas fifth 
in points, below the cutline 
for a championship run. 

"It's a scenario that takes 
a lot of pressure off next 
week," car owner Tony 
Stewart said. "It does take 
that edge off. ... It's big for 
the organization." 

Harvick led six times in the 
No. 4 Ford, including the 
final 21 laps and 73 of the 
last 80, and finished 1 1/2 
seconds ahead of team¬ 
mate Aric Almirola. Daniel 
Suarez, the Stewart-Haas 
driver still unsigned for next 
season, was third. 

"It is going to be a good 
battle for sure," said Lo- 
gano, the defending Cup 
champion who remained 
in fourth in points after fin¬ 
ishing fourth in the No. 22 
Team Penske Ford at Texas. 
"We are definitely racing 
for that last spot just in case 
someone behind us outside 
of the top four wins. ... It's 
going to be fun." 

Kyle Busch is third in the 
standings, only two points 
ahead of Logano. 

"We all know one guy is 
going to move through on 
points and we have to do 
whatever we have to do 
in order to be that guy," 
Busch said. 

Truex finished sixth at Texas, 
a week after clinching his 
title chance with a win at 
Martinsville. Playoff con¬ 
tenders Busch and Ryan 
Blaney were seventh and 
eighth, with Kyle Larson 
12th. The other contenders, 
Denny Hamlin and Chase 


Elliott, had accidents that 
put them deep in the field. 
Hamlin's 28th-place finish, 
six laps behind Harvick, 
dropped him from second 
to fifth in the standings. He 
is 20 points behind Logano, 
and only three ahead of 
both Larson and Blaney. El¬ 
liott is 78 points outside the 
final four. 

Harvick's fourth win this year 
was the 49th of his career, 
matching Stewart for 14th 
on NASCAR's career list. 
Harvick's only champion¬ 
ship in his 19 Cup seasons 
came after a win in the 
finale at Miami five years 
ago. 

"I think every year is dif¬ 
ferent. For me, I would tell 
you that I don't think we've 
run as well as we probably 
wanted to run week in and 
week out compared to the 
things that we expect," Har¬ 
vick said. "But this particular 
year has been neat for me 
to sit back and watch the 
evolution of how we pro¬ 
gressed with the race cars, 
how the conversations 
have progressed, how my 
theories and things I think 
are right and wrong have 
changed." 

Hamlin got loose coming 
out the fourth turn on the 
81st lap and slid off the 
track and through the in¬ 
field. The No. 11 Joe Gibbs 
Racing Toyota was dam¬ 
aged after slamming hard 
across the grass and over 
asphalt. 

"Just lost control. That's all 
there is to it," Hamlin said. 
"Did the best we could, and 
we'll go to Phoenix and try 


to win. ... There's no doubt 
in my mind that we can go 
there and win. In these cir¬ 
cumstances, I like the chal¬ 
lenge." 

CONTENDING WITH TROU¬ 
BLE 

Elliott was in the eighth and 
final playoff spot coming 
into the race, and stayed 
there after getting into 
trouble early. He will have 
to win at Phoenix to get in 
the final four. 

On the ninth lap Sunday, El¬ 
liott got loose and slammed 
hard into the wall. After an 
extended time on pit road 
for repairs, he got back on 
the track and finished the 
race. He finished 22 laps 
behind in 32nd place. 

"I made a mistake, got 
loose and crashed. I really 
hate that happened," El¬ 
liott said. 

Elliott was the runner-up at 
Kansas last month but fin¬ 
ished 36th at Martinsville 
last week after a mechani¬ 
cal failure. There was also 
his last-place finish among 
38 cars at Dover, where his 
engine gave out after only 
eight laps. 

FLASHBACK AT FRONT 

Seven-time Cup champion 
Jimmie Johnson has gone 
a career-long 93 races 
without winning, but he led 
nearly half of the second 
stage at Texas. 

Johnson led 40 laps in the 
second 85-lap segment at 
Texas, where he has won a 
record seven times. His last 
win there came in the 2017 
spring race, about two 
months before his last Cup 
win at Dover. □ 
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Apple commits $2.5B to combat California housing crisis 



In this June 3, 2019, file photo Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks at the Apple Worldwide Developers 
Conference in San Jose, Calif. 


By MATT O'BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer 

Apple on Monday said it 
will put up $2.5 billion to¬ 
ward easing California's 
housing crisis. 

The sum from Apple eclips¬ 
es pledges by fellow Silicon 
Valley giants Google and 
Facebook for address¬ 
ing the lack of affordable 
housing in a region where 
affluent tech workers have 
helped drive up the cost of 
homes. 

Apple's commitment Mon¬ 
day includes a $1 billion 
statewide fund creating an 
"open line of credit" for the 
state to build new homes 
for households with low to 
moderate incomes. Anoth¬ 
er $1 billion is a mortgage 
assistance fund for first-time 
homebuyers. 

"It's a recognition that the 
San Francisco Bay Area is 
in a major housing crisis," 
said David Shulman, a se¬ 
nior economist with the 
Anderson Forecast at the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles. 

Shulman said it's a good 
step but might not make 
much difference if it's just 
creating "cheap financ¬ 
ing" for development and 
down payment relief for 
people who earn enough 
to be able to buy a home 
in the expensive region. 

The company's promise 
also includes $300 million 
to make Apple-owned 
land in San Jose available 
for affordable housing — a 
strategy that Shulman said 
is more effective because 
sky-high land prices are 
at the root of the housing 
crisis. Apple's roughly 40- 
acre (16-hectare) San Jose 
property is expected to be 
able to accommodate 
about 3,600 new housing 
units. 

"If they make the land 
available for free or very 
cheap, then you can do 
something," Shulman said. 
Apple is also investing in 
a $150 million partnership 
with a Bay Area nonprofit 
to support new affordable 
housing projects with long¬ 
term forgivable loans and 
grants; and $50 million to 
address homelessness in 
the region. 

Lisa Jackson, Apple's vice 
president of environment. 


policy and social initiatives, 
said in a statement that the 
company worked closely 
with experts to craft a plan 
"that confronts this chal¬ 
lenge on all fronts, from the 
critical need to increase 
housing supply, to support 
for first-time homebuyers 
and young families, to es¬ 
sential philanthropy to as¬ 
sist those at greatest risk." 
Google and Facebook this 
year each promised $1 bil¬ 
lion to help address high 
housing costs. It’s probably 
not just philanthropic sen¬ 
timent that's guiding the 
tech companies' efforts, 
said Andrew Padovani, an 
economist at the University 
of California, Davis, who 
says the high housing costs 
are making the region a 
less desirable place to live. 
"They're really starting to 
feel the effects of this," he 
said. "Trying to hire work¬ 
ers for their campuses in 
the Bay Area is becoming 
more expensive. They have 
to pay workers enough to 
live in the area." 

Gov. Gavin Newsom on 
Monday called Apple's 
pledge an "unparalleled 
financial commitment to 
affordable housing," add¬ 
ing he hopes other com¬ 
panies follow its lead. The 
Democratic governor has 
urged tech companies to 
pitch in to ease a crisis in 
which there are far fewer 
homes and apartments 
than needed to house 


the state's nearly 40 million 
people. 

One of Newsom's priorities 
has been identifying state- 
owned surplus land on 
which to build affordable 
housing. Apple’s $1 billion 
housing fund is designed to 
assist that effort by giving 
the state a cheaper source 
of credit. 

The state has also enacted 
new laws aimed at boost¬ 
ing funding for affordable 
housing and easing devel- 


By RACHEL LERMAN 
AP Technology Writer 

Google’s acquisition of 
wearable pioneer Fitbit 
may be a bold plunge into 
health and fitness technol¬ 
ogy. But it's also just the 
latest step in the internet 
giant's often-halting effort 
to become a force in con¬ 
sumer hardware. 

Once a pure software com¬ 
pany known for its search 
engine, apps like Gmail 
and its Android software for 
smartphones, Google has 
for the last several years 
been building out its own 
suite of hardware products. 
These include its niche Pixel 
smartphones and a vari¬ 
ety of smart gadgets from 
speakers to thermostats to 
Wi-Fi routers, all recently 
rebranded as "Nest" prod¬ 
ucts. Last month, the com¬ 
pany announced a slate of 
new products including a 


Associated Press 

opment restrictions. 

The Bay Area has been 
swamped with highly paid 
tech workers, leading to 
bidding wars for the limited 
supply of homes in cities 
like Cupertino, where Ap¬ 
ple Inc. is headquartered. 
Voters in nearby Mountain 
View, home to Google, 
passed a per-employee 
business tax last year to get 
companies to help ease 
the strain on traffic and 
housing. Cupertino had 


Pixel phone, a Nest speaker 
and wireless earbuds. But 
its gadget sales are still mi¬ 
nuscule compared to rivals 
Apple and Samsung. 

That doesn't necessarily 
matter much to Google, 
which sees hardware most¬ 
ly as a way to get people 
hooked on its software and 
artificial-intelligence ser¬ 
vices. Health and fitness 
wearables like the ones 


debated a similar proposal 
but put it off amid opposi¬ 
tion from Apple. 

'There’s been talk of busi¬ 
ness taxes for the whole re¬ 
gion," said Cupertino May¬ 
or Steven Scharf. "I think 
they're trying to get ahead 
of that and realizing they're 
having a big impact on the 
housing situation." 
Padovani, of UC Davis, 
said Apple's investment 
targeting low-income and 
affordable housing is well 
placed, since most devel¬ 
opers have sought to build 
homes at market rates. He 
said, however, that there 
are still other challenges, 
such as local land-use re¬ 
strictions and the geogra¬ 
phy of the Bay Area, which 
limits where homes can be 
built. 

Faced with higher traffic 
gridlock and other head¬ 
aches associated with 
hosting huge tech cam¬ 
puses, some communities 
on the peninsula between 
San Francisco and San 
Jose have been resistant to 
make room for new devel¬ 
opment. 

Shulman, of UCLA, said "you 
need a major relaxation of 
zoning on the peninsula 
and that's going to be dif¬ 
ficult to do given the local 
opposition to density 


Associated Press 

that made Fitbit famous 
are just one more avenue 
for Google to forge a pres¬ 
ence in people's lives. 
Google has previously tried 
and failed to build a busi¬ 
ness in health technology, 
and its Wear OS software 
offers fitness tracking and 
Al for smartwatches made 
by other companies. But it 
doesn't have its own brand¬ 
ed fitness wearable. □ 


Fitbit buy is Google’s latest step into gadgetry 



In this Aug. 16,2018, file photo, the Fitbit Charge 3 fitness trackers 
are displayed in New York. 
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Rooi Santo # 25m 

4Bed/4Bath home with 
pool Jacuzzi, gym & 
outdoor kitchen 


INTO A NEW HOME 




Oceania #213 

2 Bed/2 Bath ocean front 
Condo. 



Caya Ritmo # 35 

4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 



Tamarijn $ 59 

4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 


For any information on one of our Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: (297) 733 4663 - phone info@arubahomeminders.com - email www.arubahomeminders.com - website 


Liz Weston: Speedier payment systems could curb your costs 


By LIZ WESTON 
Associated Press 

Here's an illustration of the many 
ways slow payment systems can 
inconvenience you and cost you 
money. 

Let's say Homer is two days from 
payday. The family checking ac¬ 
count at First Bank of Springfield is 
on fumes. There's just enough in the 
account, Homer thinks, to gas up 
his Plymouth sedan and buy Bart a 
Squishee at the Kwik-E-Mart. 

But Marge checked the account 
balance too, and thought she 
could safely buy groceries. Be¬ 
cause Homer and Marge didn't 
realize they were spending the 
same money, one of the transac¬ 
tions triggers an overdraft fee. Plus, 
they forgot the power bill is due, 
and utility owner Mr. Burns charges 
a wicked late fee. 

Homer hits up Lenny and Carl for a 
loan, but Lenny uses Venmo, Carl 
uses PayPal and Homer uses only 
Zelle. Lenny writes Homer a check, 
but it's from National Bank of 
Springfield, so First Bank puts a hold 
on the deposit. Desperate, Marge 
breaks into Lisa's piggy bank for 
money to pay the power bill, but 
has to pay a fee to "expedite" a 
same-day bill payment. 

The animated "Simpsons" television 
show might use this scenario to get 
laughs, but it's not funny for Ameri¬ 
cans who pay billions of dollars in 
overdraft charges and late fees , 
thanks in part to antiquated pay¬ 
ment systems. The most vulnerable 
people turn to high-cost payday 
loans to bridge cash flow gaps, 
and some leave the banking sys¬ 
tem altogether because of high, 
unpredictable fees. 

It doesn't have to be this way. 
Many other countries have real¬ 
time payments that clear almost 
instantly. Federal regulators urged 



This April 2017, file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, a columnist 
for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 

Associated Press 


U.S. banks to update their pay¬ 
ment systems, but the banking in¬ 
dustry has balked. 

Finally, after years of nagging, the 
Federal Reserve announced in 
August it's developing its own ser¬ 
vice, FedNow, that will allow all U.S. 
banks to offer real-time payments. 
Big banks, predictably, aren't hap- 

py- 

That's because the largest banks 
have already created a real-time 
payment system through a pay¬ 
ment-processing company they 
own called The Clearing House. 
The big banks have yet to con¬ 
vince a critical mass of other in¬ 
stitutions to make the investments 
required to connect to it, however. 
Meanwhile, a bunch of person-to- 
person payment systems — PayP¬ 
al, Venmo, Square Cash, Zelle and 
so on — promise to move money 
more quickly between individuals. 


Many require both parties to have 
an account, and the cash can 
sometimes take days to transfer. 
We're still a long way from every¬ 
one having the ability to pay any¬ 
one instantly. 

The current landscape underscores 
why the Federal Reserve needed 
to step in, says Lauren Saunders, 
associate director for the National 
Consumer Law Center. 

"It's just really important that a 
public entity that answers to ev¬ 
erybody, and not just the biggest 
banks, have a strong role in mak¬ 
ing sure that the payments work for 
everybody," Saunders says. 

Only the Fed, which is the U.S.' cen¬ 
tral bank, can make sure faster 
payments are available at finan¬ 
cial institutions of all sizes, which 
means consumers everywhere can 
benefit, says Christina Tetreault , 
senior policy counsel for Consumer 


Reports. Unfortunately, this trans¬ 
formation won't happen overnight, 
even though we're already de¬ 
cades behind some countries. (Re¬ 
al-time payments came to Japan 
in 1973 and to Switzerland in 1987.) 
The Fed is shooting for implemen¬ 
tation by 2024. In the meantime, 
here are some steps that could 
help you minimize the cost of slow 
payments: 

TRY TO KEEP A CUSHION IN YOUR 
CHECKING ACCOUNT. Many finan¬ 
cial planners recommend keeping 
an amount equal to one month's 
bills, but that may not be possible. 
Even an extra $100 can help avoid 
overdrafts. 

HAVE ACCESS TO CREDIT. Charging 
an emergency expense or getting 
a cash advance from a credit card 
is ultimately a lot cheaper than a 
payday loan. 

DECLINE THE BANK'S "COURTESY 
OVERDRAFT" COVERAGE. This cov¬ 
erage, also sometimes known as 
"bounce protection," "courtesy 
pay," or "overdraft privilege," is an 
expensive option that can trigger 
multiple $35 fees. 

Opting out means ATM and debit 
card transactions that exceed 
your balance will be declined. Or 
you can choose the less expen¬ 
sive "overdraft protection" that links 
your checking account to your 
savings account or a line of credit. 
TRACK TRANSACTIONS, SET UP 
ALERTS AND CREATE REMINDERS. 
You can use a budget app to 
download and monitor bank ac¬ 
count transactions, or check your 
accounts frequently online. 

Note every bill's due date on your 
calendar and set up alerts for low 
balances, due dates and unpaid 
bills. Such vigilance is a hassle, 
but can save a lot of money while 
we wait for real-time payments to 
arrive.Q 
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Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 
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1"CARLOS 

6 Chix 



I HAP A LITTLE 
PROBLEM AT THE 
SHELTER TOPAy- 



THERE WERE 
SO MANy WONPER- 
FUL animals! I 

WANTEP TO TAKE 







Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Difficulty Level ★★ l DOS 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Doubtfire” 

4 “...and a 
partridge in _ 
tree.” 

9 The folks over 
there 

13_for; cheer on 

15 Piece of china 

16 Island dance 

17 Decorated 
tinplate 

18 Corrosive 
formations on 
metal 

19 Unsightly 

20 Joy 

22 _ up; bungle 

23 Burrowing animal 

24 _ the ball; bowl 
clumsily 

26 Banana _; ice 
cream treats 

29 Nice 

34 Burial sites 

35 Minimum 

36 TV’s _ Arthur 

37 Roof overhang 

38 Rosary pieces 

39 _ Worth, TX 

40180 degrees from 

SSW 

41 Disguises 

42 Will to achieve 

43 Violent streams 
of water 

45 Drug seller 

46 Over-the-hill 

47 Tune 

48 Late singer _ 
Cass 

51 Make known 
publicly 

56 Dutch cheese 

57 Approaches 

58 “Why don’t we!” 

60 Arthritic swelling 

61 Unsuspecting 

62 _ other; one 
another 

63 Secondhand 

64 Actress Kirstie 

65 Your 

DOWN 

1 Actor on ‘The 
A-Team” 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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2 Wiggle _; 
leeway 

3 Shoe bottom 

4 Spring months 

5 Cluster of 
feathers 

6 At_; relaxed 

7 Business 
envelope abbr. 

8 Agitated 

9 All_; clumsy 

10 Gigantic 

11 Building wings 

12 Baseball great 
Willie 

14 Wood eater 

21 Decays 

25 Word attached to 
meal or cake 

26 Very tired 

27 City in Texas 

28 Sweetheart 

29 Reaches a high 
point 

30 Youths 

31 Bubbling away 
on the stove 

32 Chutzpah 

33 Idaho export 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
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35 In case 

38 Colorful scarf 

39 Easily broken 

41 Allen or Gibson 

42 Car ding 

44 Meandered 

45 Jimmy or 
Tommy 

47 Wait on at table 


48 List of dishes 

49 Hubbubs 

50 Manufactured 

52 Good buy 

53 Colorado 
resort 

54 Bench or chair 

55 Carve in glass 
59 Bashful 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Teacher saves 
caged puppy 
from drowning 
in Illinois lake 

Associated Press 
CHAMPAIGN, III. (AP) — A 

teacher who rescued a 
caged puppy from drown¬ 
ing in a cold central Illinois 
lake over the weekend 
says the dog had been 
"clearly abused." 

Bryant Fritz, who teaches 
middle school science at 
Next Generation School in 
Champaign, was prepar¬ 
ing to fish Saturday when 
he found a black and 
white puppy submerged 
in rising water and trapped 
inside of a dog crate in 
Kaufman Lake. 

"It was pretty clear the dog 
had been in the cold wa¬ 
ter for several hours. I im¬ 
mediately pulled her out 
of the water and dragged 
the crate to the shore," he 
said. 

He then realized the dog 
had other medical issues. □ 



ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$446,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212023 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 

_212023 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

Two large 2 bedrooms/1 
bathroom apartments at Bubali/ 
Noord, one fully furnished, ideal 
for short term rentals and for 
$298,000.00 

Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212023 
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Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $4500 

2 BR Ocean View $7000 

1 BR Ocean Front $7500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 
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Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 
2 BR Garden View $5000 
2 BR Ocean View $7000 
2 BR Ocean Side $8500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 

3 BR Ocean View $12,500 

Looking to buy 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 Br or Studio in the old tower 
or villas for week 39 to 43 
For Rent 

1 Br in the villas ground floor 

16 Nov to 30 Nov 2019 $1250 
each 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR week # 47 ground floor in 
The villas with 

Dutch Village 

1 BR wk 46 

Weeks remain 12/6 $6500 

2 BR wk 47 

17 weeks remain $ 7000 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR wk 43 looking towers 
The light house $9000 
2sd floor on the beach 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 BR wk 45 

3rd floor garden view $4500 

1 BR wk 47 

2sd floor garden view $4500 

Eagle Resorts 

2 BR wk 45 and 46 
Ground floor $6500 each 

La Cabana Beach and casino 

1 BR wk 47 

4th floor thursday check in 
$4500 



TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week s Unit as 21 - $ e ,000 
Wcr-k 7 Unit 3316 - ¥4 000 
Week 17 Unit 320 - $3000 
Week 20 Unit 2329 - $2,fl50 
Week 23 Unit 2326 - $2,300 
Week 24 Unit 2505 - $ 3,750 
Week 26 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Wcuk 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2147 - $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 2535 - $6,000 
Week 34 Unit 2535 - $6,000 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 34 Unit 2) 21 - $3,540 
Week 34 Unil 2326 - $2,000 
Week 35 Unil 2326 - $2,000 
Week 35 UnH 21 20 - $3,500 
Week 36 Unil 2315 - $2,250 
Week 3$ UnH 2143 - $3,500 
Week 39 Unil 2314 - $3,500 
Week 41 Unit 2132 - $3,375 
Week 42 UnH 2132 - $3,375 
Week 42 Unil 2136 - $4,000 
Week 45 UnH 2305 - $5,500 
Week 45 Unil 2551 - $5,500 
Week 50 UnH 2510 - $4,500 


La Cabana ERC 

Week 29 Unil 410D - $ 1,990 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unil 419D - $ 1,999 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,300 

Week 33 Unit 136A - $2,250 

Week 34 Unit 135A. - $2,250 

Week 36 Unit 1 24B ~ $4,000 

Week 45 Unit 424 AB - $16,400 

Week 46 Unit 316C - $5,200 

Marriott Surf Club 
Week 44 Unit 6009 - $1 5 r 000 


Divi Dutch Village 
Week 43 Unil 7206 - $2,000 


Divi Village 

Studio wk 47 and 48 
1 st building to your left 
From the eagle beach 
30 weeks remain $6500 each 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


CALL US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARES.COM 


SIM? 


Violence Against Women 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



November 6 

Monarch 

MSC Meraviglia (1st call) 

MS Seven Seas Mariner 
Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Time ticks away at wild bison genetic diversity 


By MORGAN LEE Associ¬ 
ated Press 

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — Evi¬ 
dence is mounting that 
wild North American bi¬ 
son are gradually shed¬ 
ding their genetic diversity 
across many of the isolated 
herds overseen by the U.S. 
government, weakening 
future resilience against 
disease and climate events 
in the shadow of human 
encroachment. 

The extent of the creeping 
threat to herds overseen by 
the Department of Interior 
— the backbone of wild bi¬ 
son conservation efforts for 
North America — is coming 
into sharper focus amid ad¬ 
vances in genetic studies. 
Preliminary results of a ge¬ 
netic population analysis 
commissioned by the Na¬ 
tional Park Service show 
three small federal herds 
would almost certainly die 
off — extinguishing their 
DNA lineage — within 200 
years under current man¬ 
agement practices that 
limit transfers for interbreed¬ 
ing among distant herds. 
The study is awaiting peer 
review by other scientists. 
It does not include Yellow¬ 
stone National Park's herd 
of some 5,000 unfenced 
bison, the largest federal 
conservation herd that's 
seen by millions of people 
who visit the park annually. 
"Some of these herds that 
lost the most genetic diver¬ 
sity do have a high prob¬ 
ability of going extinct, 
due to the accumulation 
of inbreeding," explained 
Cynthia Hartway, a conser¬ 
vation scientist at the bison 
program with Wildlife Con¬ 
servation Society who led 
the analysis. 

The preliminary findings 
were presented at a work¬ 
shop of the American Bison 
Society in the buffalo-rais¬ 
ing Native American com¬ 
munity of Pojoaque, amid 





In this Oct. 26, 2019, file photo, riders herd bison during the annual bison roundup on Antelope Island in Utah. 


impassioned discussions 
about ensuring the iconic 
mammal's lasting place in 
the wild. 

Bison squeezed through 
a perilously small genetic 
bottleneck in the late 1800s 
with the hunting and ex¬ 
termination of the massive 
animals that had num¬ 
bered in the tens of millions. 
At one point, fewer than a 
1,000 survived. 

Federal wildlife authorities 
now support about 11,000 
genetically pure bison with 
only the slightest traces of 
cattle interbreeding. The 
herds represent one third 
of all bison maintained 
for conservation purposes 
across North America. 
Many of the conservation 
herds overseen directly 
by the Interior Depart¬ 
ment have 400 or fewer 
animals — leaving them 
prone to problems of in- 
breeding and genetic drift 
that reduce environmental 
adaptability. 

The new analysis sug¬ 
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gests the problem, left 
unchecked, would likely 
spell doom for small herds 
wandering the immense 
Wrangell - St. Elias National 
Park and Preserve in Alas¬ 
ka, the hemmed-in bison 
at the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area in Oklaho¬ 
ma that descended from 
a group of six animals, and 
a tiny educational display 
herd at Sullys Hill National 
Game Preserve in North 
Dakota. 

At the same time, strategi¬ 
cally exchanging as few as 
two bison between herds 
every 10 years would fore¬ 
stall the genetic deteriora¬ 
tion of small herds, the re¬ 
search found. 

Hartway said transfers 
alone don't stop that slow 
ebb of genetic diversity 
from the combined "meta¬ 
population" — the collec¬ 
tive DNA profile of scat¬ 
tered federal conservation 
herds — and that more 
large herds may be need¬ 
ed in the long run. 

"We're kind of putting a 
band-aid on the problem. 
The problem is we have 
small, isolated herds." 
Others see modern repro¬ 
ductive technology as a 
solution. 

Frozen bison embryos and 
in vitro fertilization hold out 
promise for easing genet¬ 
ic isolation among herds 
without the risks of transfer¬ 


ring hulking mammals or 
spreading diseases such 
as brucellosis that leads 
to aborted calves, said 
Gregg Adams, a professor 
of veterinary biomedical 
sciences at the University 
of Saskatchewan who has 
pioneered the reproduc¬ 
tive technologies on bison. 
But federal wildlife manag¬ 
ers and some indigenous 
communities are loath to 
adopt such techniques 
that move away from natu¬ 
ral selection in mating. 
Peter Dratch, a senior bi¬ 
ologist in Colorado for the 
Fish and Wildlife Service's 
wildlife inventory and moni¬ 
toring program, cautioned 
against even more subtle 
human interference in 
managing wild herds, such 
as inoculations or rescuing 
ailing bison for treatable 
diseases. He believes do¬ 
mestic versions of bison will 
emerge from commercial 
herds, where bison number 
400,000 or more. 

"You don't want to go over¬ 
board, to play God," he 
said. 

Wild bison DNA is typical¬ 
ly sampled from tail-hair 
gathered at cattle-style 
roundups, or with small 
flesh-biting darts, and even 
blood samples from ani¬ 
mals killed by hunters in re¬ 
mote locations. 

In its cooperative effort with 
federal and state agen- 


Associated Press 

cies, the Wildlife Conser¬ 
vation Society assembled 
DNA information from more 
than 1,800 bison among 16 
federal herds, with addi¬ 
tional sampling from two 
publicly managed Cana¬ 
dian herds. 

Brendan Moynahan, chair¬ 
man of the Interior Depart¬ 
ment's Bison Work Group, 
said genetic-diversity con¬ 
cerns could add momen¬ 
tum to initiatives already 
afoot for larger conserva¬ 
tion herds where enough 
open space can be found, 
potentially in collaboration 
with Native American com¬ 
munities that revere the 
buffalo. 

At the Blackfeet Indian Res¬ 
ervation in Montana, tribal 
leaders who re-established 
wild bison in 2016 have 
described their vision for 
herds that roam freely into 
neighboring Glacier Na¬ 
tional Park, the Badger-Two 
Medicine wilderness and 
Canada's Waterton Lakes 
National Park — an area 
spanning several thousand 
square miles. 

Despite concerns, Moy¬ 
nahan insisted the plains 
bison and larger northern 
wood bison are on a better 
genetic footing than other 
wild North American mam¬ 
mals such as the black¬ 
footed ferret that have 
had close brushes with 
extinction. □ 
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Zac Posen, red carpet favorite, shuts down fashion label 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Designer 
Zac Posen is shutting down 
his namesake label. 

Posen has been a red car¬ 
pet favorite for close to 
two decades, known for 
glamorous, body-hugging 
gowns, often with long 
trains or big, flamboyant 
ruffles, for stars like Katie 
Holmes and Rihanna. 

An announcement from 
the label's owners. House of 
Z and Z Spoke, noted late 
Friday that the company 
could no longer continue 
operations. It had been in 
a sale process. 

Posen, 39, was considered 
a wunderkind of New York 
fashion when he launched 
his label in 2001. 

He also serves as creative 
director for the Brooks 
Brothers women's collec¬ 
tion. 

"The management team 
... worked extremely hard 
to navigate the increas¬ 
ingly challenging fashion 
and retail landscape," he 
said in a statement Friday. 
"We are disappointed that 
these efforts have not been 
successful and deeply sad¬ 
dened that the journey of 
nearly 20 years has come 
to an end. I am grateful 
to the team who lent their 
incomparable talent and 
commitment along the 



In this Feb. 16, 2015, file photo, designer Zac Posen and model Naomi Campbell greet the crowd 
after his Fall 2015 collection is modeled during Fashion Week, in New York. 

Associated Press 


way. I remain incredibly 
proud of what we created 
and hopeful for the future." 
Among Posen's many 
prominent designs was 
a mermaid-like gown for 
Gwyneth Paltrow at the 
Oscars in 2007, an off-the- 
shoulder gown with brightly 


sequined skirt for Oprah 
Winfrey at the Oscars in 
2011, and a fitted pink satin 
gown for Rihanna at the 
Diamond Ball in 2014. 

He swathed actress Claire 
Danes in pastel blue organ¬ 
za at the 2016 Met Gala, 
with a twist: her Cinderella- 


inspired dress was made 
with fiber optics, and it lit up 
in the dark. 

Katie Holmes was a fre¬ 
quent client, and his swirl¬ 
ing purple, one-shouldered 
gown for her at this year's 
Met Gala included cutting- 
edge 3D-printed elements. 


Posen also designed Prin¬ 
cess Eugenie's filmy, blush- 
toned wedding reception 
gown for her 2018 nuptials. 
And in 2015, Michelle 
Obama wore a shiny silver- 
gray belted Posen dress 
to the White House Corre¬ 
spondents' Association Din¬ 
ner. 

Posen was raised in New 
York, where at 16 he at¬ 
tended Parson's School of 
Design and then the Cen¬ 
tral Saint Martins University 
in London. 

In 2004, he was awarded 
The Perry Ellis Award for Wo- 
menswear by the CFDA, or 
Council of Fashion Design¬ 
ers of America. 

Posen has also served as a 
judge on TV's "Project Run¬ 
way." And in 2017, he was 
the subject of a documen¬ 
tary , "House of Z," which 
explored some of the ups 
and downs he had already 
experienced in his career. 

"I want people to follow 
their creative passion," he 
told The Associated Press in 
an interview at the time. "I 
believe that creativity is an 
important human experi¬ 
ence and element, in the 
same way as sleeping, eat¬ 
ing, having sex. I also want 
people to realize what it 
takes to build anything, 
that there's sacrifice, there's 
struggle, and it’s important 
to be resilient. 


'Curious Toys' has deliciously creepy setting 


By OLINE H. COGDILL 
Associated Press 

"Curious Toys," Little, Brown 
and Co., by Elizabeth Hand 
An amusement park with its 
odd corners, dark mysteri¬ 
ous rides, nefarious-looking 
characters and garish light¬ 
ing makes for a deliciously 
creepy setting for "Curious 
Toys," Elizabeth Hand's at¬ 
mospheric historical novel 
set in 1915 Chicago. 
Despite all that, Riverview 
Amusement Park also is a 
kind of refuge for many 
Chicago residents who find 
a bit of relief from the daily 
reality of poverty, tene¬ 
ments and gangs that rove 
their neighborhoods. 

Pin Maffucci easily moves 
through the amusement 
park and the Essanay 
movie studio, running er- 



This cover image released by 
Little, Brown and Co. shows 
"Curious Toys," a novel by 
Elizabeth Hand. 

Associated Press 
rands, delivering drugs and 
picking up spare change 
as payment. For many of 
these customers. Pin is just a 


thin, inquisitive 14-year-old 
boy. But Pin is a girl whose 
disguise allows her the free¬ 
dom to roam Chicago and 
keeps her safe from those 
who prey on young girls. 
Pin knows that few people 
would hire her if they knew 
she is a girl, and that she 
and her mother, a fortune¬ 
teller at the park, scrape by 
on pennies living in the fall¬ 
ing-down shack near the 
park. Pin's fascination with 
the movie studio gives her 
an education in costumes, 
cameras and editing. Her 
knowledge of the amuse¬ 
ment park lets her slip in 
and out without being 
seen and she sometimes 
gets on a ride — the dark 
and scary Hell Gate being 
a favorite. But one day she 
sees an older man and a 


young girl about 12 years 
old get on the Hell Gate. 
At the end, only the man 
returns — without the girl 
whom Pin recognizes from 
the movie studio. Teaming 
up with "dingbatty" Henry 
Darger, who also spies on 
Hell Gate, Pin sets out to 
find the killer. 

"Curious Toys" delves into 
the various characters' 
psyches showing how they 
are affected by the early 
20th century, poverty and 
despair. For many of these 
characters, their future is as 
bleak as their present with 
no escape or options. But 
Pin’s enterprising nature, 
intelligence and innate cu¬ 
riosity may be salvation for 
her and her fragile, drug- 
addicted mother. The au¬ 
thor peppers "Curious Toys" 


with cameos of real people 
including Charlie Chaplin, 
Wallace Beery and assort¬ 
ed actresses whose identi¬ 
ties are only revealed at 
the end. The movie studio 
Essanay helped launch the 
careers of many silent era 
stars before eventually be¬ 
ing absorbed by Warner 
Bros. Henry Darger was a 
real outsider artist and writ¬ 
er. "Curious Toys" echoes 
the atrocities of H.H. Hol¬ 
mes during the 1893 Expo¬ 
sition as chronicled in "The 
Devil in the White City," and 
several characters refer¬ 
ence those murders. While 
"Curious Toys" doesn't quite 
measure up to Erik Larson's 
award-winning nonfiction, 
Hand's gripping plot mines 
the era's vagaries with 
aplombO 
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‘This Is Us' takes on race, class and teenage love in Philly 


By LYNN ELBER 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Two 

high schoolers are testing 
their fledgling relationship 
with a day on the town, a 
classic start to a screen ro¬ 
mance. But on Tuesday's 
"This Is Us," the carefree 
date in Philadelphia be¬ 
longs to a boy who's a teen¬ 
age dad from a blue-collar 
household and a girl who's 
been adopted from fos¬ 
ter care into relative afflu¬ 


ence. The scenes and the 
episode (9 p.m. EST, NBC) 
circumvent typical network 
TV brushstrokes, offering a 
nuanced take on the Afri¬ 
can American teenagers' 
lives and on the cross-cur¬ 
rents within and between 
black and multiracial fami¬ 
lies. Sterling K. Brown, the 
Emmy-winning actor who 
plays the girl's dad, Randall 
Pearson, and the show's 
makers are proud to share 
the results. 
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This image released by NBC shows Asante Blackk as Malik, left, 
and Lyric Ross as Deja, in a scene from "This Is Us," airing on 
Tuesday at 9 p.m. EST. 


"I just love there's a sort of 
diaspora of African Ameri¬ 
can representation," said 
Brown. "'This Is Us' is all 
about family and all about 
connection, and the world 
of the show continues to 
expand over the years. 
But it really does my heart 
good when, every once in 
a while, the show becomes 
very focused on the Afri¬ 
can American experience 
through Randall's family, 
through these other fami¬ 
lies that we've added to 
the fold, and they're not 
the same." 

The script was written by 
Kay Oyegun from an idea 
that series creator Dan Fo- 
gelman had been mulling. 
The inspiration: the chem¬ 
istry between talented 
young actors Lyric Ross, 


Associated Press 

who plays Deja Pearson, 
and Asante Blackk, a new¬ 
comer to the series as Ma¬ 
lik. 

There's also a touch of influ¬ 
ence from a 1995 Richard 
Linklater film and its 2004 
sequel. 

"Dan had this desire to have 
a sort of 'Before Sunrise'- 
"Before Sunset' episode es¬ 
sentially devoted to these 
two teenagers exploring 
Philadelphia together," 
Oyegun said. 

Weighty themes emerged 
with the development of 
Malik's character and his 
place in the story, but Oye¬ 
gun sees the teens’ jaunt 
itself as remarkable. 

The highlights, from sam¬ 
pling cheesesteaks and 
frozen custard to contem¬ 
plating sites honoring the 


African American experi¬ 
ence, reflect Oyegun's fa¬ 
miliarity with and affection 
for the city that became 
home after leaving her na¬ 
tive Nigeria as a child. 

"You get this lovely ro¬ 
mance between these two 
kids that we rarely see, that 
kind of space for young 
black kids that's not sur¬ 
rounded by violence, that's 
not surrounded by hard¬ 
ness or pain or tragedy. 

It's really the simplicity of 
what it means to engage 
with someone you like, and 
in the most basic sense of 
the word," said Oyegun, a 
writer on "Queen Sugar" be¬ 
fore joining "This Is Us" at its 
start. Fogelman described 
the teens' date as emblem¬ 
atic of the show's effort to 
open a window on people 
who may be unknown to 
viewers, making them "hu¬ 
man and real" through 
characters who are flawed 
but essentially decent. 

The story is minus the cliff- 
hanger life-or-death drama 
(and maybe, just maybe, 
the trademark audience 
tears) of other episodes, a 
change-up that Fogelman 
sees as valuable. 

"I think that this show has al¬ 
ways operated best when 
the audience doesn't tune 
in every week to know 
absolutely exactly what 
they're going to get," he 
saidO 


Golden Globes to honor TV pioneer 
Ellen DeGeneres 



In this Oct. 13, 2016 file photo, Ellen DeGeneres appears during 
a commercial break at a taping of 'The Ellen Show" in Burbank, 
Calif. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP)—The Gold¬ 
en Globe Awards will give 
its new TV special achieve¬ 
ment trophy to someone 


Associated Press 

who has been a pioneering 
sitcom star, a TV talk-show 
host and a game-show MC 
— Ellen DeGeneres. 

The Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association said Mon¬ 


day that the Carol Burnett 
Award — the small-screen 
version of the group's film 
counterpart, the Cecil B. 
DeMille Award — will go 
to DeGeneres, a multiple 
Emmy winner and Golden 
Globe nominee. 

It is given annually to honor 
someone "who has made 
outstanding contributions 
to television on or off the 
screen." The first Carol Bur¬ 
nett Award last year fitting¬ 
ly went to Burnett herself. 

In a statement, associa¬ 
tion President Lorenzo So¬ 
ria hailed DeGeneres as "a 
pioneer who has captivat¬ 
ed audiences for nearly 25 
years with her undeniable 
charm and wit. "□ 
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Miranda Lambert is bold, funny and ready to rock again 



This Oct. 9, 2019 photo shows country singer Miranda Lambert posing in Nashville, Tenn., to 
promote her latest album "Wildcard," available on Friday, Nov. 1. 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Miranda Lambert is back, 
as bold and fun as she ever 
was, with a new album of 
rock and punk-influenced 
country hits that reflect a 
woman happily cracking 
jokes on her haters and 
stepping into a new chap¬ 
ter of her life and career. 

"I kind of have my fire back 
and I'm not so internal and 
broody as I was four years 
ago," Lambert said of "Wild¬ 
card," her seventh album 
dropping Friday. 

This is her first solo record 
since putting out the ex¬ 
cellent 2016 double al¬ 
bum, "The Weight of These 
Wings," a highly personal 
and critically acclaimed 
record that came after her 
divorce from Blake Shelton 
and won album of the year 
at the Academy of Coun¬ 
try Music Awards. 

"I'm 35. I went through a 
divorce," Lambert said. 
"I'm thankful that fans al¬ 
lowed me that time to do 
that. I'm just going through 
stuff everybody else goes 
through." 

Now Lambert, who sur¬ 
prised many earlier this 
year by announcing her 
marriage to New York City 
police officer Brendan 
McLoughlin, is returning to 
the rock 'n' roll sound that 
she displayed on her 2005 
debut "Kerosene" with the 
help of Nashville produc¬ 
er Jay Joyce. Joyce had 


played guitar on her first 
three records, but this was 
the first time he took the 
lead as producer for Lam¬ 
bert. 

"Writing for this record, I 
don't know, I felt like the 
color came back, so the 
imaging reflects that and 
the songs reflect that," said 
Lambert. "Even the ward¬ 
robe is a little bit brighter." 
Joyce, who has worked 
with Eric Church, Little Big 
Town and Brothers Os¬ 
borne, pushed her out of 
her comfort zone on songs 
like "Locomotive," a Joan 
Jett-meets-Patty Griffin 
rocker in which Lambert 
barrels through fuzzed out 
guitars and harmonica. 


"Jay's idea to kind of cut it 
in a punk way was brilliant 
and I wasn't sure I could 
pull it off, but sure enough, 
we did," said Lambert. 

She also wrote with Luke 
Dick, who has written songs 
with Dierks Bentley and 
Kip Moore, and as a side 
gig, fronts a new wave 
punk band called Republi¬ 
can Hair. Lambert and her 
longtime songwriting pal 
Natalie Hemby would go 
to his East Nashville house 
with a cooler of booze and 
snacks for nighttime writ¬ 
ing sessions and Dick would 
cue up different tracks as 
inspiration. He played her 
a bit of a slick, new wave 
rock song called "Mess With 


Associated Press 

My Head" that he initially 
thought might work for his 
band. "I'm a kid of the '80s 
and I gravitate sometimes 
toward things that I grew 
up on, whether it's the Cars 
or Joan Jett or whatev¬ 
er," Dick said. "I've always 
thought Miranda was the 
closest thing to Joan Jett 
country has." 

Lambert's natural wit and 
self-effacing humor come 
out on songs like "White 
Trash" or "Pretty Bitchin'" — 
in which Lambert declares, 
"I'm pretty from the back, 
kinda pretty in the face." 
"My strong suit as a writer I 
feel like is sarcasm," Lam¬ 
bert said proudly. "Whether 
it’s sad or happy or fun. I've 


kind of built a career on 
being kitschy and a little 
snide." She's had to build 
up that thick skin after years 
of being hounded by tab¬ 
loids, whether it was about 
her marriage and divorce 
to Shelton, her weight or 
her subsequent romances. 
Now she shrugs it off as free 
press. 

"My guitar player who has 
been with me for 17 years, 
Scotty Wray, texted me 
yesterday and said, 'I just 
read at the Kroger that 
you're pregnant. Congrats 
again,"' Lambert said, who 
noted that the lies spread 
about her are almost al¬ 
ways about her getting 
pregnant. "Guys, some¬ 
times I just eat cheeseburg¬ 
ers. That's all it is." 

But even as Lambert and 
other female stars of the 
genre, including Kacey 
Musgraves, Carrie Under¬ 
wood and Maren Morris, 
are putting out the most 
lauded music of their ca¬ 
reers, their music is mostly 
ignored by country radio, 
while the airplay charts are 
churning with dozens of 
male country artists. 
Lambert has been taking 
out other female artists on 
her Roadside Bars and Pink 
Guitars tour for years, has 
her own female trio, the Pis¬ 
tol Annies, and created a 
college scholarship for fe¬ 
male artists. But the Gram¬ 
my winner can't wrap her 
head around radio's lack 
of support. □ 


Rudy Boesch, early fan favorite on ‘Survivor,’ dies at 91 


Associated Press 

Rudy Boesch, a retired 
tough-as-nails Navy SEAL 
and fan favorite on the 
inaugural season of “Survi¬ 
vor,” has died after a long 
battle with Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease. He was 91. 

He died peacefully Friday 
night in hospice care in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
surrounded by loved ones, 
said Steve Gonzalez, di¬ 
rector of operations for the 
Seal Veterans Foundation. 
Boesch joined the Navy in 
1944 and became one of 
the first SEALs in 1962. He 
served two combat tours 
during the Vietnam War, 


earning a Bronze Star for 
heroism, and retired from 
the Navy in 1990 as a mas¬ 
ter chief petty officer. 
Before his retirement, 
Boesch was honored as 
“Chief SEAL,” or “Bullfrog." 
The title marks his time as 
the longest-serving SEAL 
still on active duty. He re¬ 
mained involved after he 
left the Navy, serving on 
the board of directors of 
the UDT Seal Association. 
“He was a legend in the 
Seal teams long before 
‘Survivor,’” Gonzalez said. 
“Rudy was beloved by 
all and will be deeply 
missed.” 


At 72, Boesch was the old¬ 
est contestant ever on 
the CBS show, taking third 
place the first year, 2000, 
on “Survivor: Borneo.” He 
proved so popular as a 
no-nonsense but loveable 
character that he was in¬ 
vited back for the eighth 
season, “Survivor: All Stars.” 
During the first season, 
Boesch was a close ally of 
the winner, Richard Hatch. 
Boesch’s wife of 53 years, 
Marjorie Thomas, died 
in 2008. They have three 
daughters. 

Funeral arrangements 
were not immediately an¬ 
nounced Saturday.Q 



In this Aug. 23,2000, file photo, a group of "Survivor" contestants, 
break into laughter during a live town hall meeting at CBS 
Studios in Hollywood in Los Angeles. 
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Thai entrepreneur pushing insects as the snack of the future 



In this Oct. 2, 2019, photo, a tourist picks up a pack of crickets named HiSo snacks at a supermar¬ 
ket in Bangkok, Thailand. 


By JERRY HARMER 
TASSANEE VEJPONGSA 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — They 
are sold in bags like salt¬ 
ed peanuts, or tubes like 
stacked potato chips, but 
these crunchy morsels on 
the shelves of Thai conve¬ 
nience stores and super¬ 
markets stand apart from 
the snack food crowd. 

The bugs — baked, not 
fried — could be the next 
big thing in tasty treats. 
Rural Thais have long eaten 
bugs as part of their diet. 
In big cities, street vendors 
catering to migrant work¬ 
ers sell cooked insects that 
under most circumstances 
would cause foreign tour¬ 
ists to whip out a can of 
bug spray. 

The idea to package them 
like potato chips came 
to entrepreneur Thatnat 
Chanthatham when a story 
on the news caught his at¬ 
tention. 

"I heard on the TV news 
that the U.N. said insects 
were an alternative source 
of protein for the future . so 
I thought that Thais eat a 
lot of insects already and 
can get them as street 
food. Has anyone put them 
in a bag?" the 46-year-old 
told The Associated Press. 
"If not, how can we do it? 
What sort of flavors?" 

His supply chain begins at 
the Smile cricket farm in 
Ratchaburi province, 100 
kilometers (60 miles) west 
of Bangkok. In one breed¬ 
ing room alone, more than 
a million of the chirping in¬ 
sects are being raised on 
a 45-day cycle from egg 
to adult to harvest. Some 
of the products are baked 
here, others at the next 
stop, a factory in Bangkok, 
where they are packaged 
and then trucked to retail 
outlets. 

Small crickets are one of 
the best sellers in the range 
of insect convenience 
snacks sold under the HiSo 
brand — that's Thai slang 
for "high society." 

HiSo snacks unabashedly 
proclaim what they are: 
the bamboo worms look 
like bamboo worms; the 
crickets look like crickets. 
The line also includes crispy 
silkworms. 

They come in original, bar¬ 


becue and tom yam fla¬ 
vors, and can be found 
in Thailand's ubiquitous 
7-Eleven shops and in a 
major supermarket chain. 
Crickets are priced at 25 
baht (83 cents) for a bag; 
at the high end, a tube of 
bamboo worms costs 160 
baht ($5.29). 

HiSo has established itself in 
the snack market, but there 
was plenty of trial-and-error 
involved, Thatnat said, such 
as when they were consid¬ 
ering whether to sell large, 


black crickets. 

"Even though I'm a regular 
when it comes to eating 
bugs, I still felt like their eyes 
were staring at me ... Then, 
after we ate them, their 
legs and wings poked out 
and got stuck in our teeth 
and gums," he said, laugh¬ 
ing. 

"I thought, should we go 
ahead? I talked to the 
team and they said please 
shelve this one, so I did." 
Two tons of insects pass 
through his Bangkok facto- 


Associated Press 

ry every month. Revenue is 
steady at around $100,000 
per month, but overheads 
are high. While he raises his 
own crickets, he hasn't yet 
found a way to produce 
enough silkworms and 
bamboo worms to the re¬ 
quired standard, so he has 
to buy them from indepen¬ 
dent suppliers. 

Still, four years after the 
metamorphosis of HiSo 
from idea to industry, That¬ 
nat is a satisfied man. 
"When it comes to bugs. 


there are people who are 
scared of them, people 
who eat them and people 
who don't. But to be where 
we are today, with people 
knowing and accepting 
our HiSo brand, that's what 
I'd call a success." 

Until recently, demand for 
edible bugs was mainly in 
parts of Asia, Africa and 
South America. 

But HiSo’s emergence 
comes amid growing glob¬ 
al interest in insects as a 
food source. 

They don't need a lot of 
space, don't need a lot 
of feed and don't leave a 
large carbon footprint. And 
in return, as the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organiza¬ 
tion points out, they offer 
substantial nutritional ben¬ 
efits for livestock and for 
humans. 

"They have an incredibly 
high content of protein, 
but also minerals and also 
vitamin B12," said the FAO's 
Katinka de Balogh. "The nu¬ 
tritional value of insects has 
not been recognized in the 
past and I think, nowadays, 
we are finding that there is 
a huge potential." 

Will HiSo's packaging and 
marketing be a game- 
changer, helping make 
insects the food of the fu¬ 
ture? 

Thatnat said his products 
are popular with Asian tour¬ 
ists, especially the Chinese, 
so his next goal is to export 
them. But so far, he's hit a 
brick wall, and blames a 
morass of unclear regula¬ 
tions. 

"There needs to be an 
agreement between gov¬ 
ernments. All you really get 
is advice on bugs as a food 
source," he says. "In the 
end, these insects can't re¬ 
ally go between countries 
yet. That's one of the things 
stopping us from obtaining 
our goal." 

Even in Thailand, some 
can't stomach the thought 
of crunchy crickets or origi¬ 
nal flavor bamboo worms. 
Many passers-by kept walk¬ 
ing when recently offered 
samples in the street, or flat 
out turned down a taste, 
though two office workers 
who tried them said they 
were fine. 

"If I see them. I'll buy them," 
said Anuwat SuetrongO 





In this Oct. 3, 2019, photo, employees sort out crickets for size at Smile cricket farm at Ratchaburi 
province, southwest of Bangkok, Thailand. 
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